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ARTICLE XXXII. 


REMARKS upon the Table-Gefture of the Anci- 
ents, and particularly that of Chrift and his 
Difciples at the laft Supper. By the Reverend 
Charles Lamotte, D. D. and Chaplain to the 
Prince of Wales. 


STR, 


S we were going laft Week to fit down to Din- 

ner at our Friend’s the Reverend Mr. ‘ 

a young Gentleman feeing a Couch in the Room drew 
ittothe Table, and faid he was refolved to eat his 
Dinner lying upon it, which he affirmed was the 
eaficft and the ancienteft Table- Gefture, and as old 
as the Heroic Times. As for the Eafinefs of the Po- 
flure, I did not think fit to contend with him about 
ity becaufe what may be thought eafy and convenient 
y one Man, may not be judged fo by another, and 
| Xx there 
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there is no difputing about the different Tafte and 
Fancies of Men. But I took the Freedom to tel} 
him he was under a Miftake as to the Antiquity of 
thar Gcfture, and its being as old as the Heroic Age. 
He infifted upon it that he was in the right, and had 
good Authority for what he faid. So ftepping to the 
W indow where he faw a Virgil lie, he turned to two 
Pafiages of the Aineids, the * firft where Dido enter. 
cain’d Aineas and his Friends fitting upon Beds, the 
other where 4ineas is {aid from the ' Bed to have re- 
cited the Hiftory and Calamity of Troy: and left it 
fhould be thought this was a Piece of Afatick Luxu- 
ry, which Queen Dido had brought from Tyre into 
Africk, he poimted out the Epifode of Evander, where 
there appears the greateft Plainnefs and Simplicity of 
the primitive Ages, and where that Prince places £- 
neas, at his Featt, upon a* Bed. To the Authority 
of Virgil he added that of Ovid, who reprefents his 
Heroes upon ? Beds at the Entertainment 4chilles gave 
to his Friends for the rejoycing at the Death of Cyg- 
nus. But when he was fhewn feveral Paffages of 4 Ho- 
mer, where the Guefts plainly appear to be fitting, 
when he faw it confirmed by the exprefs Teftimony 
of ° Atheneus ; and laitly, when he was ° fhewn the 
Note of the Delphin Editor upon the very Place he 
had himfelf quoted, who affirms that fitting was the 
mot{t ancient Table-Gefture, and that Difcumbing 
was firft introduced by the Luxury of the Eaftern 
Nations, he was a little out of Countenance, asked 
Pardon of the Company, and declared he would ne- 
ver be fo fure and potitive again; but at the fame time 
exprefs’d fome Refentment againft thofe two Poets, 
who 

e Toris juffi difcumbere pittis. Lid. I. 9. 711- 

2 Inde Toro Pater A2neas “ic orfus ab alto. 

2 Precipuumque Toro, &c. accipit Aineam. Lib. VIII. 9. 45% 

3 Difcubuere Toris. Ovid. Metam. Lib. XII. v. 155. 

4 Acizve 2oilaverov. 

"Bb eins Cov 70 xgze’ KAICUKT TE S eOVETTS- 

5 "Evoysvras 4 ze" “Ounpe yen wor. Athen. Lib. I. 

6 Sedendi ulus antiquior & feverior. Barbari & Orientales Po 
puli molliores difcumbendi morem invexere. Ruaus in locum. 
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who had brought him into that Scrape, and led him 
into that Miftake. In which [ can’t fay but that he 
was a good deal in the right; for befides their mifre- 

refenting the matter of Fa¢t, in order to conform to 
the Cuftem of their Age, it was doing wrong to thofe 
ancient Heroes, in defcribing them guilty of that La- 
zinefs, Luxury and Effeminacy which were brought 
in by later Ages. Homer has fhewn a greater Regard 
to his Heroes, fince, if we believe * Atheneus, he 
made no mention of Herbs, Birds, nor Fifhes in cneir 
Meals, left they fhould be thought guilty of Glut- 
tony and Luxury. Plutarch has fed the fame Fice- 
dom with the ancient Philofophers, as Virgil has done 
with his Heroes, by reprefenting them in their Featt 
in a Table-Gefture, which certainly was not in ufe in 
thofe early Times. But we cannot wonder that the 
Roman Poet in this has not agreed with his Original 
Homer, fince he does not really agree with himfelf: 
for he faith in another place, that the old Romans con- 
ftantly ufed to fit at their Meals. 


| Perpetuis folitt Patres confidere Menjis. 


As to this Table-Gefture, tho’ it was certainly a la- 
zy one, I cannot think it could be very eafy and con- 
venient for thofe that ufed it; fince lying on one 
Side, and refting the Body upon their {| Elbow, muft 
render one of their Hands, and often their right one, 

X 2 entirely 


* Tacuit etiam Homerus Ufum Olerum, Avium & Pifciumne 
Gule dediti & helluonari viderentur Heroes. Athen. Dalacamp. 


p. 25. 

+ Servius explains Perpetuis Menfis by long Tables, which was 
the primitive Way of eating, as is now practifed in our Univerfi- 
ties, ‘They fat upon long Benches, near the Fire, as Ovid has it. 

Ante Focos olim Scamnis confidere longis 
Mos erat. Fatt. 1. 5. 

One particular Cuftom more the Ancients had refembling that of 
our Colleges, I mean, they had a Fire in the Middle of the Hall, 
as appears from Luke xxii. 55. When they had kindled a fire, faith 
the holy Writer, iz the middle of the Hall, and fat down together. 

) Cubito remanete preflo, Hor. 
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entirely ufelefs, fo far at leaft as to hinder them from 
cutting and carving their Meat. The Ancients, | 
contets, had Carvers, whom the Greeks called dato} 
or mes, and the Romans Struétores, as appears from 
* Fuvenal. It is alfo plain from that Writer, they had 
Schools where they learned to carve by wooden Fi- 
gures of Birds and + Beafts. But it can hardly be 
{uppofed that every private Houte had fuch a Carvin 
Officer, and how in that Pofture every one could 
| carve for himfelf, and cut his own Meat, is what | 
muft own 1 cannot readily conceive. But, as I faid 
before, there is no difputing about the Tafte and Fan- 
cies of Men: what we may think uneafy and incon- 
venient, might be reckoned quite otherwife by them. 
As I make no doubr but thofe Nations, who at this 
Day make ufe of no Seats, but fit crofs-lepg’d, like 
Taylors, upon the Floor, think it very odd and auk- 
ward in us to fit on Chairs with our Legs dangling, 
or refting upon the Ground. When this difcumbing 
Pofture was firft introduced in the World, may be’a 
pretty difficult Matter to fix and determine. That it 
was not in Ufe in the Heroic Ages, at Jeatt not in 
the Time of /7ower, L think I have fairly proved ;, and 
that it was not the Cuftom in the Age of the Patri- 
archs, appears from the Teftimony of a very learned 
Man, and a curious Searcher into the Antiquities of 
the Jews, I mean Philo Fudeus, who faith, that Fo 
feph made his Brethren fic down at the Table accord- 
ing 


* Structorem interea ne qua indignatio defit 


Saltantem {peétes & Chironomanta volanti 

Cultello. ‘Juven. Sat. §- 
‘++ Difcipulus Tnipheri Do&oris apud ‘quem 

Sumineccum magno Lepus atque Aper atque Pyrargus 

Ceeditur & tota jonat ulmea Coena Saburra. £6. Sat. 11- 

| Stuchins thinks that the Carvimg and. Cutting out of the Meat 
was performed by the Cooks, from a.Paffage of P/ato, who com- 
pares bad: Dialeéticians to .aukward Cooks, who did not part and 
divide the Meat, but tear and. rend it... I rather believe this 3s 
meant of cutting the Meat out-into Meffes; a very ancient Way; 
as appears by the Hiftory of Fefeph in Gene/is, and which 1s ftill 
the Praétice of the Colleges in our -Univerfities, Sénckins’s Ate 
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ing to their feveral Ages; for the Cuflom (faith he) 
of eating upon Beds was not in Ule in thofe early 
Days. Some Criticks, however, have endeavour’d 

to carry the Antiquity of it very high, grounded up- 
on the Authority of the Holy Scriptures. A learn- — 
ned * Man fetches his firft Inftance of difcumbing at 
Meals frora the Prophet Azckicl, xxiii. 41. * And 
“ thou fitteft upon a ftately Bed, anda Table prepa- 
“ red before it, whereon thou hatt fet my Incenfe 
“ and mine Oil.” But befides that fitting is exprefs- 
ly mentioned, and not lying down, it is moft likely 
from the Context, that this Table here fpoken of was 
a Dretling-Table, adorned with Oils, Perfumes and 
Oinaments which Women make ule of in their Drels, 
as appears from the Verfe which immediately precedes 5 
“ Thou didft wath thyfelf, and anoinredit thine Eyes, 
“ and decked{t thyfelf with Ornaments.” Ca/aubon 
icems therefore to have hit better upon the Time, in 
fixing it at that of mos, who died in the 32s0th 
Year of the World, from thefe Words of that Pro- 
phet, Chap. 11. y.8. ** And they lay themfelves down 
* upon Cloaths laid to pledge, and drink the Wine 
“ of the Condemned in the Houfe of their Gods.” 
To which he might have added another Paffage out 
of the fame prophetick Book, which is more full and 
expreis, Chap. vi. yw. 4. 6* That lie upon Beds of I- 
“ vory, and ftretch themfelves upon Couches, and 
“eat Lambs out of the Flock; that chaunt to the 
* Sound of the Viol, and drink Wine in Bowls, 2c.” 
But thefe Arguments drawn from Holy Writings 
may, after all, be very precarious and uncertain, fince 
we cannot be fure the LX X Interpreters did not deal 
with them as Virgil did with Homer, 1 mean tranflate 
thofe Paflages more Patrio, according to the Ulage 
and Cuftom that obtained in the Country where they 
lived, | mean Alexandria, one of the firft Places where, 
Iam apt to think, this Cuftom was brought from the 
Eat by the Succeflors of Alexander the Great. That 
i did not obtain in Greece in the Time of that Con- 
X 3 qucrory 


* Kellet. 
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queror, is, I think, evident from the Teftimony of 
Duris the Hiftorian, who faith that 4/exander enter. 
tained 400 Princes and Gencrals at his Table, who fat 
upon Chairs covered with foft Cuthions or Cloths, 
But I bélieve this muft be underftood of the Begin- 
ning of his Reign, and of the moft fober and tem- 
perate Part of his Life. For when he deviated from 
the Temperance and Severity of the Macedonians, and 
with the Perfian Habit put on the Softnefs and Ef. 
feminacy of that People, I make no doubt but that 
he contormed to them in that Part of their Luxury, 
which (he dying before he could return to Greece) ’tis 
likely was brought into /4frick and to Greece by thofe 
Princes and Generals, who had followed him in that 
Expedition. And when Grecia capta ferum Vittorem 
cepit, €fc. when the Romans with the Spoils of the 
Greeks carried their Luxury into their own Country, 
’tis probable that Table-Gefture was then introduced 
into Jtaly,; though there were fome great Men even 
then who would not condefcend to that Piece of 
Luxury, nor comply with that Cuftom of their Age, 
Plutarch faith that Hannibal, who was an African, 
always fat or ftood in the eating of his Meals; but I 
believe he fhould have excepted the Time he {pent at 
Capua, where he gave himfelf up to all manner of 
Luxury and Eafe, and received as deep a Wound in 
his <ourage and Reputation, as he himfelf had given 
the Romans at Canne.* King Mafiniffa alfo, as Fron 
tinus relates, ufed to take his Meals either fitting of 
walking before the Door of his Tent. 

The fame Author relates of Cato of Utica, that he 
chofe to fit at his Meals, efpecially during the Civil 
Wars, and after he had heard the News of the Bat- 
tel of Pharfalia, from which one may perhaps con- 
clude, that in Times of Grief and Affliction they did 
not ufe the difcumbing Pofture, but fat as the Anci- 
ents us’d to do at their Meals. But this I leave to 


better Judges of Antiquity than myfelf to we 
4 


* Capuam Hanunibali Cannas fuif?, was a Saying among the 
Romans. 
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That it was a Sort of Penance, Difgrace and Mor- 
tification, to be debarr’d from eating upon Beds, 
feems plain from Livy, who, Book VI. 634. faith, 
that the Roman General took the Names of thofe 
Soldiers that had refufed to fight, and made’em fwear, 
as long as they continued in the Service, to eat their 
Meals in a ftanding Pofture, unlefs they were hinder’d 
by a Difeafe or Infirmity of the Body. But this ge- 
neral Cuffom of eating upon Beds muft be under 
{tood with fome Limitation, I mean with an Excep- 
tion to Women and Children, who were not allow’d 
to lie in this Pofture at their Meals. It was thought 
indecent * in Women then to lie upon Beds with Men. 
And therefore Livy blames L. 9, Flaminius for fuffer- 
ing a Woman of an infamous Character to lie upon 
the Bed with him at Table at Placentia, and tor hu- 
mouring her fo far as to command one of the Prifon- 
ers at her Requeft to be exccuted betore her Face. 
Neither was this Pofture. allowed to Children among 
the Greeks and Romans; for, as among the laft the to- 
ga virilis was a Sign of Manhood, fo lying upon the 
Bed at Table was the Mark of the Man’s Eftate ae 
mong the Greeks. If any one, faith Ariffotle, does or 
fays any thing that is wrong or forbidden; if he be 
free, and doth not yet ufe the difcumbing Pofture, he 
fhall be punifhed and correéted with Stripes. f Sue- 
tomius faith that the Emperor Claudius, according to 
ancient Cuftom, made his Children, and thofe of 
other Noblemen, fit at the bottom of the Tridinion or 
Bed. The iame Writer faith of dugu/ffus, that when 
he fupp’d with his Grandchildren they fat down at 
the End of the Bed: and to this Purpofe Tacitus || re- 

Jates, 


* It is obferved by a learned Man, that this Modefty and De. 
corum in the Sex lafted only during the Commonwealth, and that 
under the Emperors Women were allow’d the Honour of the Tri- 
dinium. 

T Eay cavuras HAE jv n @EXTIOV TF am2DeEVOLWaY LTT Ya 
TAKMTE@S BELOUSPOV CY TOS GUONITIOIS A LUuES KOAaLEw X, TANals. 
Arift. de Rep. 

|| Mos habebatur Principum liberos fedentes vefci in afpeétu pra- 
Pinquorum propria & parciore menfa. Tacitus Annal. L. 13. 
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lates, that the Children of Princes us’d to fit in the 
Room within Sight of their Parents. To this Ho. 
nour they admitted their Slaves and their better Sort 
of Servants, as appears by Plautus. Donatus faith in 
the Life of Zerence, that when he came to repeat his 
Comedies to Cecilius, by reafon of the Meannefs of 
his Condition and Drefs, he was at firft obliged to fit 
down by the Table; but when he had repeated fome 

Verfes, he was asked to lie down upon the Bed. 
The Remarks I have made upon V7gil’s mifrepre.' 
fenting the Gefture of ancient Heroes at their Meals 
will equally affect the Practice of modern Painters, 
and that in a much more weighty and important Af. 
fair, I mean the Pofture they have drawn Chrift and 
his Difciples in at the eating of the laft Supper. There 
are but three Poftures that have been generally ufed in 
eating, ftanding, fitting, or lying on aBed; but thof 
Artifts have juft pitched upon the wrong one, I mean 
that of fitting; and this in direét Oppofition both to 
the Old and New Teftament. For it is certain from 
the primitive Inftitution of the Paffover, Exod. xii. 3. 
that the Zews eat it ina ftanding Pofture, with Shoes 
on their Feet, with Staffs in their Hands, and their 
Loins girt, in the Pofture of Travellers, to put’em in 
mind of their miraculous Efcape and travelling out of 
Egypt. And "us as certain, that Chrift and his Difci- 
ples (from the Words of St. Yobn) did then ulc a ly- 
ing or difcumbent Pofture. To reconcile the Old 
and New Teftament, and to account for the Devia- 
tion of our Saviour from the original Inftitution, 
fome learned Men have thought that Chrift firft cele- 
brated the Paffover ftanding; and that after it was 
over, he inftituted the Sacrament in a difcumbing Po- 
fture. This (faith Stukius) is the Opinion of Zheo- 
phylaétus, and after him of Beza and Camerarius. But 
others think there is no need to have recourfe to this 
Solution; and that tho’ it is true the Paflover was fo 
celebrated at firft, the better to reprefent their tra 
velling out of Egypt, yet the Fews did not believe 
themfelyes confined to thefe Particulars of the prim 
tive 
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tive Inflitution. And their Doétors are of Opinion, 
that the Pofture of ftanding at that Feaft, havin 
their Shoes on, girding their Loins, and fprinkling 
the Lintel, did not extend to future Generations. 
They have obferved, that when God repeated this 
Command in Dezteromy, he took no notice of thofe 
Particulars, but only recommended the eating un- 
leavened Bread, and alfo direéted them as to the 
Place they fhould eat the Paflover. Nay, fome of - 
their Rabbins have not {crupled to fay, that the Po- 
fture of lying upon Beds was more fuitable and agree- 
able to their prefent Condition, as reprefenting better 
the Reft and Quiet which they then enjoyed. Ir 
will perhaps be fad, that this is a thing of no Confe- 
quence, and "tis not a Pin matter whether they are 
feen fitting or lying down. But I beg leave to deny 
this, for as much as fuch a Milreprefentation may 
ferve to miflead the Ignorant, and to darken the Scrip- 
ture; fince there is a remarkable Paflage in St. John 
in relation to that Supper, viz. There was leaning on 
Felus’s bofone one of bis difciples, John xi. 23. which 
fuppofing the fitting Gefture, cannot be underftood, 
nor exprefled, without that Indecency that T have 
feen in a Datch Picture, where the beloved Difciple 
was drawn with his Head ftooping over the Table, 
and inclining to the Bolom of his Mafter in fuch an 
Atutude, as any one would think he was aflcep or 
drunk. You will fay, Sir, perhaps, 


Pittorum &f Vatum fecunda Licentia. 
Poets and Painters Liberty may take. 


Town it; but fuch Licenfes ought to be kept within 
due Bounds, fo as'to adorn, not corrupt Hiftory, for 
to darken the Scripture, and lead the Ignorant into 
Errors and Miftakes. , 


P. §. The mention I have made of the Table- 
Getture of the Romans has brought to my mind the 
Potture they ufed in their Voitures and Travels, 

which 
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which laft underwent an Alteration dire&tly the Re. 
verte of the firft; I mean from that of lying to fit- 
ting down. ’Tis certain that in the Leética they lay 
upon their Backs, and were thus carried on Meng 
Shoulders, or by Horfes or Mules. Some of the 
moft rigid and fevere among them refufed to conform 
to the Cuftom of their Age. Cato particularly (as 
Lucan faith) would not condefcend to that Piece of 
Luxury. 


Nulla vebitur cervice Supinus. 


But about the Time of Claudius the Sella or Chair 
was introduced at Rome, the Name of which implies 
a fitting Pofture in the Traveller; and tho’ the Ule of 
the Leéfica {till continued, it was thought a meaner 
and lefs honourable Voiture than the Se//a, as appears 
from Swetonius, who faith that when Ve/pafian had 
reprimanded his Son Domitian for taking too much 
upon him, aad endeavouring to equal his elder Bro- 
ther in State and Equipage, he after that, in Compli- 
ance to his Father, ufed to follow his Brother’s Sella 
in a Leética whenever they * went abroad. 

The firft Chair that appeared in Exgland was that 
of the Duke of Buckingham’s in Fames the Firll’s 
Reign, which he had brought from Paris: A Sight 
which was at firft very ill received by the People, 
who blamed it as a Piece of Softnefs and Effeminacy, 
and of Hardfhip and Cruelty to his Fellow-Creatures, 
and revil’d him as he went along the Streets, for ma 
king Men downright Slaves, and ufing them like 
Horfes. 


* Ob hee correptus, quo magis Atatis & Conditionis admone- 
retur Sellam Patris, & Fratris, quoties prodirent, Leética fequebe 
tur. §xeton. L. 8. in Vefpa/. cap. 2. 
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ARTICLE AAAI 


BisLIOTHECA HisToricaA-SAcRA: or, An Hi- 
torical Library of the princtpal Matters rela- 
ting to Religion ancient and modern; Pagan, 
Jewifh, Chriftian, and Mohammedan, wnder 
the following Ileads: Objects of Religious Wor- 
foip; Deities and Idols. Perfons dedtcated to 
Religion; Priefts and Religious Orders. Times 
and Places of Religious Worfhip; Fafts, keftz- 
vals, Temples, Churches, and Mofques. Sacred 
Books and Writings. Seéts, Herefies, and O- 
pinions; Rites, Ceremonies, Habits, and Uten- 
fils, and other mifcellaneous Subjects. The whole 
compiled from the beft Authorities, and digefted 
into an alphabetical Order, In two Vclumes, 
By Thomas Broughton, M. 4. Reader at the 
Temple-Church. Vol. I. London: Printed 
by R. Reily, for Stephen Auften, at the Angel 
and Bible zz St. Paul’s Church-yard. 1737, 


Pages 606, befides a Preface and other Appen- 
dages, 


' 
; 
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HEWN this Performance was propos’d to the 
World, it was, [ remember, recommended 

to their Encouragement in ¢he prefent State of the Re- 
publick of Lettersst as a Work of great Service to 
Literature; and I am perfuaded that thofe who have 
{een this Volume, willagree, that it anfwers that Cha- 
racter; that it merits a kind Reception, and that we 
are greatly indebted to the Reverend Compiler for 
thete valuable Fruits of his Labour and Judgmenr, 
What can afford a finer, or a more uieful Entertain- 
ment to thofe of an inquifitive Genius, than fuch a 
View as is here fet before him? Where can the Free- 


thinker 
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thinker expatiate more delightfully than in this varie~ 
gated Scene, where all the facred Inftitutions that Sy- 
peritiuon and Revelation have given Birth to are ex- 
hibited? Or where can the true Believer fee a ftronger 
Evide ——— lupreme Excellency of the genuine 
Gofpel Scheme, than in the Contraft that here ap- 
pears alias ir, and the numberlefs Abfurdities a 
Pagan and Antichriftian Faith and W orthip? 
thete are here authen tically reprefented, in an eafy ind 
per{picuous Way, free from the cumberfome Trap- 
pings of Learning, but not without the real Graces 
of it. The whole thing almoft is, and can be no o- 
ther than a Collection from a multitude of Authors; 
but Mr. Lreaghtox has thewn a great deal of Care, 
and Skill, and Difcernment in the Choice, and has 
given it the Air of an Original, by that Uniformity 
of Diétion which is obfervable in the feveral Articles, 
and br y whicl h they look as it they were all the Pro- 
duét of one only Hand. Religion is the Subject of 
them all, but itis Religcon, in its utmoft Latitude, as 
including not only what is really and truly fuch, but 
every thing likewife fal/ely fo called: in which Signi- 
fication it ‘comprehends every miftaken Notion and 
Practice that ulually goes under that venerable Name; 
and ne nly takes in Super ition, in all its Branches 
and all its Shapes. Mr. Broughton has confidered this 
Matter in his Preiace very dittinétly ; ; and from what 
he has there faid, we may perceive how extenfive a 
Defign it 1s that he here executes, and what an entcr- 
ta ining V ariety of sees it neceflarily exhibits: The 
Reader cannot be dilpleafed with the Recital of his 
Difcourfe. 

The firit general Divifion of Rel igion, fays he, is 
Into true and falje. The true mutt ever be the fame 
and invariable, and therefore there can be but one true 
Religion. That infinite Varie ety, therefore, in the 
Doctrines and Modes of W orfhi ips which have pre- 
vailed in the World, (one only Sytem excepted ) are 
but fo many Deviations from the Truth, fo many 
falfe Religions, This is a very copious Subject; and 
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indeed the Chapter of fal/e Religion is by much the 
Jongeft in the Hittory of the re ligious Opinions and 
Practices of Mankind. —— Relicion may be diftin- 

uifhed again into @xcient and ‘modern. By modern 
Religion Mr. Bi oughton under{tands, not only the pre- 
fent State and Practice of Religion in the World, but 
its Alterations and Revolutions likewife for fome Cen- 
turies paft, not determining the precife Number; be- 
yond whicl h the whole Space of Time, up to the Cre- 
ation, comprehends the State and Condition of what 
may be called ancient Religion. 

But Religion, as he goes on, may be ftill more 
particularly diftinguifhed into Pagan, Fewifh, Chri- 
fian, and Mobammedan. ‘Thele are the four erand 
Religions of the Werld, and include thofe of every 
particular Country and People. Pagan Religion is an 
entire Defe€tion from the Knowledge of ‘the true 
God, and transferring to the Creature that Worfhip, 
which is due only to the Creator of the World. This 
is otherwife called /dolatry, or the Worfhip of Jdols, 
and is of various Kinds. [It confit ils, e! ther 1 wor- 
fhipping the Ho/? of Heaven, the Sun, Moon, and 
Stars; or in paying divine Adoration to deceafed Kings, 
Heroes and great Men; or laitly, in falling down to 
Stocks and Stones, and the Works of Mens own Hands. 
This Religion (if it deferves = Name) ts of very 
great Antiquity in the World, {ome carrying it up to 
the Times before the Deluge, AS high as Exoss whiltt 
others are of Opinion, that it did noc be gin till after 
the Deluge, and that it had irs Rafe at Babylon, where 
divine Honours were firft paid to /upiter Belus. How- 
ever it be as to the ~— of Paganifm, it ts certain, 
that, after the Flood, wert became the prevailin 
and dniverGal Religion of Mankind. All the Nations 
of the W orld (that oj “the Yo. ws on! y exc epred) were 
funk into Idolatry, for more than 4000 Years; till 
the preaching of Chrittianivy, where-ever it prevail- 
ed, entirely rooted out the Worthip of fad/e Gods , and 
put an end to Pagani/m ; which : now confined to 
thofe Countries and Nations, where the Sound of the 
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Go'pel has nor reached ; and fome others, which were 
once Chriftian, but have fince loft the Knowledge of 
Chrift, and lapfed into Pagin Darknefs. 

The Second Grand Religion of the World, in the 
Order of Time, is that of the Zews. It was of divine 
Original, and therefore a true Religion; being infti- 
tuted by Mo/fes, the Legiflator of that People, under 
the immediate Direétion of God himfelf. It com- 
menced at the giving of the Law from Mount Sinai, 
in the Year of the World 2453. The JSewifh Religi- 
on was originally of very narrow Extent, being con. 
fined to a fingle Country and People, and profeffed 
only by the Inhabitants of that Part of Syria, called 
Fudea or Paleftine. At prefent the Proteffors of this 
Religion are difperfed over every Kingdom of the 
World; and throughout their Difperfion, continue 
rigoroutly to obferve the Laws and religious Inftitu- 
tions of their Forefathers. 

The Chriftian Religion began by the preaching of 
Fc/us Chriffy who came intothe World 4. M. 3947, be- 
tween 17 and 18 Centuries ago 3 it was preached to 
moft Countries of the known World, fome of which 
continue {till to embrace and profefs it, whilft others 
are returned to their former Pagani/m, and others are 
over-run with Mobammedifm, or the Religion of Mo- 
hammed; in the latter, there are {till confiderable Re- 
mains of Chriftianity, particularly in the European 
Dominions of the Turk, in which at leaft one half of 
the Inhabitants are Chriftians; to fay nothing of the 
Chriftians of Egypt, Ethiopia, and the Weftern Iflands 
of Africa; and, in Afa, the large Chriftian Coun- 
tries of Carcaffia, Mingrelia, Georgia, €8c. 

As to the Mobammedan Religion, it was founded 
by the grand Impoftor Mohammed, who was born in 
the Year of Chriff 570. By the Affiftance of one 
Sergius a Nefforian Monk, and a Few named Abdallah 
Ebn Salam, he framed the Scheme of his falfe Reli- 
gion, which is a Jumble of Fudai/m and Chriftianitys 
with a Mixture of his own abfurd and enthufiattical 
Conceits, He took up Arms, and made confiderable 
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Conquefts in Arabia, €Fc. at the fame time propaga- 
ing his Doctrine, which is at this time the prevailing 
Religion of a great Part of dfia, Africa, and Ex- 


y0pe. | 
Thele are the Four Grand Religions of the World, 
under which thofe of every particular Country and 
People are comprehended. The Hiftory of the Rife, 
Progrefs, and various Revolutions of thefe feverak 
Schemes of Religion; together with a particular Ac- 
count of the Doétrine, Worfhip, Ceremonies, €?c. 
belonging to each, are a confiderable Part of the Sub- 
je&t-matter of this Performance. But further: 

As Religion primarily refpects the Being of a God, 
and the Adoration paid to the Divine Nature; and as 
the general Notion of Deity has been greatly corrupt- 
ed by Polythei/m and Idolatry; the fartt Enquiry is, 


naturally, into the various Objects of religious Wore) 


fhip. ‘This opens another wide Field of Materials, 
and furnifhes us with a multitude of falfe Gods and 
Idols. ‘The Number of thefe is prodigious : Varro, 
it is faid, confeffed there were at leaft thirty-choufand 
Gods of the Greeks and Romans. As the Fiétions of 
the Poets greatly contributed to corrupt the Pagan 
Theology, hence we are fupplied with poetical Rela- 
tions of the Genealogies, Births, Marriages, Chil- 
dren, Actions, and even Deaths of thefe fabulous Di- 
vinities. But, it being probable, that the wifer Hea- 
thens, whatever grofs Apprchenfions the Vulgar might 
entertain, did really worthip One only fupreme God, 
under different Names and Reprefentations; here My- 
thology fteps in, and is employed in explaining the 
myftical Senfe and Meaning, couched under the Fa- 
bles of the Poets, and applying them to the Nature 
and Attributes of that One Almighty Being, and the 
Secrets of his Providence in the Government of the 
World. 

In the next place, as the publick Profeffion of Re- 
ligion cannot fubfift without the external Circum- 
{tances of Time, Place, Perfons, and Modes; hence 
our Profpect is enlarged, and we aic prefented = a 
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View of Temples, Churches, Mofques, and all thofe 
publick Structures, which Piety and Zeal have, in all 
Ages, erected to the Honour and Service of Religion; 
We tee the fiated Returns of publick Worfhip, and 
the various [nititutions of Fatts and Feitivals: We 
meet with different Orders of Pricithood, and religi- 
ous Societies; and are entertained with an endlefs Va. 
riety of Rites and Ceremonies in the external Admi- 
niltration of Religion. 

Again, as the Complexion of human Minds differs 
no leis chan that of human Faces, and it being impof- 
{ible all Men fhould think alike; this Diverfity in the 
reafoning Faculties of Men has not only produced a 
Diverfity of Religions in the World, but has fubdi- 
vided the Profeffors of each Religion into various 
Sects and Denominations, each efteeming the other as 
heretical, or Maintainers of falfe Opinions. How 
copious a Branch this is of the prefent Subject, every 
one, who is the leaft converfant in Hiftory, efpecial- 
ly Ecclefiattical, will prefently fee. 

Lattly, As Religion cannot well be propagated and 
¢ ntunued by mere oral Tradition; and as each Reli- 
gion has its facred Books and Writings, containing 
its reipective Doctrines and Precepts; a View and Ac- 
count of fuch Books and Writings will make no in- 
confiderable Part of the prefent Undertaking. 

It is needlefs to infiftupon the Ufefulnefs and Enter- 
tainment of a Work, which gives an Account and 
Explication of the above-mentioned Particulars; 
which prefents the Reader with a general Profpe& of 
Religion, among all Nations, and in all Ages of the 
World; where he may trace it, from its native Sim- 
plicity and Purity in the Patriarchal Times, to its pre- 
fent Corruptions in the Romi/h Church; where he may 
view it almoit totally obfcured by the dark Idolatries 
of the Heathen World; dimly fhining through the ri- 
tual Veil of the Afo/aical Law; breaking forth with 
meridian Luftre under the Go/pel Di/peufation ; and 
blended with the abfurd Inyentions of the Impoftor 
Mohammed. 
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In the conducting of this great Defign, Recourfe 


has been had only to the beft and moft approvea Au- 


thors; and Care has been taken to omit nothing nia- 
teria!, to infert nothing fuperfluous, and to draw up 
the whole with the utmoft Brevity. To reader the 
Subject as agreeable as poflible, the Articles where- 
ever they will admit of it, are embellifhed and en- 
livened with Paffages of the claffical and polite Au- 
thors, ancient and modern, efpecially the Poets; with 
the Sentiments of Philofophers and Divines; and with 
the Relations and Defcriptions of the moft faithful 
Voyagers and Travellers. 

The Form of a Library or Didtionary neceffarily 
requiring, that the feveral Subjeéts or Articles be 
thrown or blended together, without any other Con- 
nection than the alphabetical Order of their Titles; 
Pagan, Jewifh, Chriftian, and Mohammedan Arti- 
cles muit be therein promifcuoufly jumbled together 5 
Deities, Priefts, Feftivals, Books, Seéts, and Cere- 
monies cannot but neceffarily be mixed, without any 
regular Series or Conneétion. And this unquettiona- 
bly has its great Ufe, as it enables the Reader to turn 
tothe Article or Subjeé&t he would confuit with the 
utmoft Eafe and Readinefs. But, on the other hand, 
itis no lefs certain, that if he would inform himfel€ 
concerning any one Religion diftin& from all the reft, 
he muft find, if fome Remedy were not provided, no 
{mall Difficulty in colleéting together the fcatrered 
Parts, and forming them into a regular and connetted 
Syftem. Now to render this practicable, and even 
ealy, there is prefix’d to this Volume a Table, by 
the Help of which any one that pleafes may throw 
the Book out of the Form of a Dictionary, and read 
it in a connected hiftorical Series. 

I intended to have added to this general Account of 
the Work a Sample or two of the Contents of ir; 
but as I find I cannot now conveniently infert them, 


they fhall follow in the Month of December. 
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ARTICLE XXxXIV. 


A Continuation of Mr. Drake’s Hiftory and Anti- 
quities of York, &c. 


I Have in three foregoing Articles given an Account 

of fo much of Mr. Drake’s voluminous Work, as 
relates the Story and Antiquities of the City of York. 
I now proceed to offer the Reader a fummary Idea of 
that Part of it which contains the Hiftory of its Ca- 
thedral; as likewife of the Abbey of St. Martin’s, 
from the Foundation to its Diffolution. This is di- 
vided into four Chapters: The Title of the firft is, 
The Hiftory of the Metropolitical Church of Y ork, from 
the firft Introduction of Chrittianity into the Northern 
Parts of this Ifland, with the Lives of the Archbithops 
of that Sce, from the Year pcxxv to the prefent. 

So many learned Authors, Mr. Drake fays, have 
treated of the firft Iliumination of this Land by the 
Gofpel, that it would be vain and frivolous in him to 
attempt it. However, fome few things he has faid 
of it, which were neceflary to the Introduction of 
his Subjeét. That does not come direétly in View till 
the Year 625, when Edwin the Great, a Pagan, ta- 
king to Wile Ethelburvga Sifter of Ebald King of 
Kent, who was a Chriftian, and ftipulated for the free 
Exercife of her Religion in her Husband’s Court; 
Paulinus, who had been confecrated Archbifhop of 
Northumberland by Fujius Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
waited upon her into that Country, which was the 
Seat of Edwin's Government. Here, according to 
one of the matrimonial Articles, he, as well as fome 
other Churchmen who were in the Train of that Prin- 
cefs, had free Liberty to preach; but in the Space ot 
a Year, fo little Progrefs had his Doétrines made a- 
mongft the Heathens, that he was ftill aBifhop with- 
out a Flock in his Diocefe. He had made no Imprel- 
fion on the King, and the Subjects were fo loyal, that 
they cared not to be of any Religion but their Sove- 

reign’s. 
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reign’s. At length an Accident and a Miracle meet- 
ing together, in which this Prince was nearly intereft~ 
ed, and in w hich Paulinus had a very great Parr, ef- 
fected what the good Man had long wifhed and en- 
deavoured in vain, foftned his obdurate Heart, and 
transformed him into a Chriftian. No fooner was this 
mighty Alteration publifhed, but the Northumbrians 
conformed to the Faith of their Monarch by Thou- 
finds ——F or fix Years together did our Prelate con- 
tinue his fpiricual Function with vaft Fatigue and no 
lefs Succefs, baptizing incredible Numbers, and dif- 
fufing the Knowledge of Chritt throughout the Na- 
tion; when Edwin’s Dominions being invaded, him- 
(elf flain, and the whole Territory laid wafte by cruel 
confederated Enemies, a new and difmal Scene of 
Things fucceeded. Paulinus, immediately upon the 
King’s Defeat, embarked with the Queen and her 
Children on board a Ship, and failed into Kent to her 
srother Ebald, by whom they were joyfully received. 
After his Departure the Church of York remained 
without a Paftor for twenty or thirty Years. Atlength 
Egfrid, a Chriftian, becoming King of Northumberland, 
appointed one W7ifrid to the See, and fent him to 4- 
gelbert Bifhop of Paris, fome time of Winchefter, for 
Confecration. Wilfrid flayed fo long in France, that 
the King, out of all Patience, forced Cedda, Abbot 
of Leftingbam, to accept it. ‘This good Man having 
carefully attended his Charge for about three Years, 
was admonifhed by Theodore Archbithop of Canter- 
byry, that he was net lawtully called to that Dignity, 
whereupon he prefently relinquifhed its; and Wilfrid, 
having fome time before returned from France where 
he had been confecrated, was confirmed in it in his 
tea. 

This 7zifred, it feems, was a Perfon of extraordi- 
nary Talents and Virtue: Mr. Drake has given us a 
pretty large Account of him; but f mutt not enrer 
ino Particulars of its IT muft pals over not only his 
Memoirs, but alfo the Lives of feventy-three of his 
Succeflurs, the very briefeft Abftract of which would 
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{well this Article far beyond the due Extent of ir. 
Mr. Drake has adorned this Part of the Work with 
the Monuments that have been ereéted to feveral of 
thefe Prelates; and has at the End of it annexed a 
Catalogue of all of them, with their cotemporary 
Popes and Kings. 

[| proceed now to the fecond Chapter, the Title of 
which is, The particular Hiftory of the Fabrick of the 
Cathedral Church of Yorks; from its firft Foundation to 
the prefent Condition of that noble Struéture. With the 
Site of ihe Tombs, Monuments, re[pettive Epitaphs, &c. 

[t is to Paulinus that York may be faid to owe the 
founding of this facred E:difice. At the Time when he 
had influenced Edwin the Saxon King, aforemention- 
ed, to receive Baptifm, the whole City was reduced 
to fo low an Ebb, by the late Devaftations which had 
befallen ir, that it could not afford a Temple large 
enough, or at Ieaft that was thought proper, for 
initiating fo great a King into the Mvfteries of his 
new Religion; a little Oratory of Wood was 
therefore occafionally thrown up, in the very Place 
where the great Minfter now ftands, and dedicated to 
St. Peter; in which, on Eafler-day, April 12. 627, 
the King and his two Sons O/frid and Edfrid, whom 
he had by a former Wife, with many more, of the 
Nobility, were folemnly chriftned. The Ceremony 
over, the Prelate acquainted the King, that fince he 
was become a Chriflian, he ought to build an Houfe 
of Prayer more fuitable to the Divinity he now ado- 
red, and to his own Grandeur. Accordingly he ime 
nediately fet about a magnificent Pile of Stone, ort 
the Spot where the Oratory had been raifed. The 
Building went on very faft, but fcarcely were the 
Walls erected, when the royal Founder was flain, the 
holy Bifhop forced to fly the Country, (as we have 
already related) and the 'Temple left in the naked Con- 
dition it was juft arriv’d to. In this manner it lay 
neglected, until Ofwald, a Succeffor of Edwin's, a 
bout the Ycar 632, undertook to finifh what was fo 
worthily begun, and lived to compleat it. But _ 
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ly was it brought to this Perfection, when O/wald 
was likewife flain in Batcel by Pexda, the Pagan King 
of Mercia; and his new erected Structure well nigh 
demolifhed. | 

In this ruinous Condition did Wilfrid find ir, on 
his being made Archbifhop of the Province, xno 
669. ‘Lhe Prelate much troubled at the Ufage the 
Church had undergone, being then fo defolate as to 
be fit only for Birds to build their Nefts in, fet him- 
felf with the utmoft Vigor to repair and reftore it to 
its former Condition. He re-edified the Walls, fixed 
on the Roof, took care to cover all with Lead, and 
glazed the Windows, to preferve it from the Injuries 
of the Weather, and prevent the Birds from defiling 
of it. Eddius, who wrote the Life of Wilfrid, and 
who is faid to have flourifhed abouc the Year 720, 
gives this Account of the Cathedral’s firft Reparation: 
from whole Teftimony, as well as Bede’s, his Con- 
temporary, it appears, that Mafonry and Glazing 
were ufed here long before Benedié? the Monk, who 
is commonly reputed the firft Introducer of thefe Arts 
into England. 

And now, by the Hand of Providence, fays our 
Author, the Church ftood and flourifhed, under the 
fucceflive Beneficence of its fpiritual Governors, for 
near four hundred Years. In which Time feveral Ad- 
ditions and Reparations muft have been made to it by 
them; bur, what or how, Hiftory is filent, except 
in regard to the Library beftowed upon it by Arch- 
bifhop Egbert; and this extraordinary Donation be- 
came the rich Furniture of it about the Year 740. 

During the Danifb Invafions, which were carried 
on with Fire and Sword quite through the Kingdom, 
our City, and confequently the Cathedral, muft have 
fhared the fame Fate; though no Account is extant 
of the latter’s Misfortunes ull the Year 10693 and 
then the Northumbrians, aided by the Danes, feeking 
to throw off the Conqueror’s tyrannical Yoke, the 
Garifon in the Caftle, as has been mentioned in our 
Abftra& of the Annals of York, fearing left the Hou- 
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fes in the Suburbs fhould ferve the Enemy to §}} up 
the Moats and Ditches, fet fire to them; which 
fpreading farther than it was defigned, burned down 
great Part of the City, and with it our Cathedral. 

The ancient Fabrick thus deftroyed and laid in 
Afhes, the Canons of the Church were expulfed from 
their Stalls, and the Revenues of it {e:zed into the 
Congueror’s Hands. But after fome time, having 
made Thomas, his Chaplain and Treafurer, Archbifhop 
of this Province, the Temporalities were reftored to 
him: and this Prelate took poffeffion of his Church 
and Diocefe, at a Time when both were made defo- 
late, and near totally deftroyed. Thomas, however, 
fet himfelf heartily to work to reftore them to their 
former Splendor 5 and rebuilt the Church much larger 
and nobler than it was before. It continued in great 
Profperity till che Year 11373; when, by a cafual Fire, 
begun in the City, it was burnt down again; and a- 
long with it St. Mary’s Abbey, and thirty-nine Parith 
Churches, This Accident happened in the Epifco- 
pacy of Archbifhop Thurfian. It lay in Afhes all the 
Time of Archbifhop Henry Murdac, and St. William, 
Thurfan’s immediate Succeflors; until Roger, the next 
Archbifhop, uuo 1171, began to rebuild the Choir, 
with its Vaults, and lived to perfect them. After- 
wards in the Reign of Henry I. Walter Grey, Ro- 
ger’s Succeflor, added the South Part of the Crols- 
ile. 

About the Beginning of the Reign of Edward lI. 
‘Fob le Romain, then Treafurer of the Church, Fae 
ther to the Archbifhop of the fame Name, began and 
finifhed the North Tranfept, as alfo a handfome 
Steeple in the midft. His Son proved yet a greater 

enefactor; for Hiftory informs us, that /pri/7. 1291, 
the Foundation of the Nave of this great Edifice from 
the Weft-End Eaftward was laid by him; there being 
then prefent the Archbifhop himfelf, Henry de Newark 
Dean, and Peter de Rofs Precentor of the Church; 
the reft of the Canons in their richeft Copes attend: 
ing. Before whom the Lord Archbifhop, ane 
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the Grace of the Holy Ghoft, in great Devotion laid 
the firft Stone with his own Hands. 

William de Melton, Archbithop, was the next 
Founder; who geiting together good Workmen, car- 
ried on the Builuing his Predecetlor had begun, and 
finithed the Wett-E.nd, with the Steeples, as it remains 
at this Day. In this Work the Prelate is faid to ex- 
pend feven hundred Pounds of his own Money; but 
he mutt have had large Contributions from the No- 
bility, Gentry, and religious Devotees of that Age, 
to enable him to go through with this noble Perform- 
ance: Mr. Drake has extracted from the Records, an 
Account of the Methods whereby they were obtain- 
ed. 

On the zoth of Fuly 1361, Fobn Thoresby, then 
Archbifhop, together with the Chapter, taking into 
Confideration that this Cathedral ought, in all re- 
ipeéts, to be of the fame Unitormity and Proportion; 
and that the Choir, a Place peculiarly affigned for of- 
fering expiatory Sacrifices, and exercifing other divine 
Offices, more efpecially ought to be adorned with the 
neateft Structure; and that in this Church of York, 
there was no fuitable Place where our Lady’s Mafs, 
the glorious Mother of God, could decently be cele- 
brated ; therefore they unanimoufly agreed and con- 
fented to begin the new Work of the Choir, which 
then, if compared with the new erected Nave, was 
very rude and diforderly, and fo refolved that the old 
Choir fhould be wholly taken down and re-edified ; 
and that the old Hall and Chambers of the Archbi- 
fhop’s Manor of Shireburn, being then ruinous and 
unneceflary, fhould be demolifhed, and the Stone and 
other Materials thereof be applied to the Work of the 
new Choir, which was then with all Expedition to 
be carried on. Whereupon, on the 29th of Faly 
1361, this Sohn Thoresby laid the firft Stone of ir. 
The Expence of this noble Undertaking was fupplied, 
partly by a Colleétion made thro’ all the Parifhes of 
the Diocefe, for which Letters mandatory were iffued 
by the Authority of this Prelate, fo long before as 
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Anno 135553 and partly by his own extraordinary Be. 
netactions: He is faid to have contributed no leg 
than between feventeen and eighteen hundred Pounds: 
a prodigious Sum indeed tor thofe Days, and equiva. 
lent, according to a nice Calculation of our Author’s, 
to juit fiftecn times as much now. 

By theie’and other like Ways of raifing Money, a 
vaft Sum muft have been gathered; which not only 
enabled the Undertakers to build up the Choir, bur 
made them caft their Eyes on the Lanthorn Steeple 
built by ohn Romain, which now feemed too mean 
for the rett of the Fabrick. Encouraged by a large 
Donation, made them by Walter Skirlaw, Prebenda- 
ry of Fenton, and Archdeacon of the Eaft Riding, 
and afterwards made Bifhop of the two Sces of Litch- 
field and Durham, the old Steeple was taken down, 
and a new one erected. ‘The Work was begun Anno 
1270; and was feven or eight Years in building: and 
we now fee our Church ereéted in the manner it 
{lands in at this Day. If we compute the Time it 
was in building, from the firft Beginning of the South 
Crofs by Walter Grey, which was about the Year 
1227, it will appear to be near two hundred Years in 
compleating the whole. In all which Time of diffe- 
rent Ereétions, great Care was taken in the joining 
and uniting of one Building to another; by which it 
feems to the Generality to be one entire Edifice at 
this Day, though compofed of five feveral Taftes of 
Gothick Architeéture; yet they could not be fo nice 
in this, but that an apparent Irregularity fhews itlelf 
to a difcerning Infpector. 

Having thus built up our Church, Mr. Drake, in 
the next place, takes an exact Survey of it both with- 
in and without; infifts copioufly on the feveral Out- 
buildings, Chapels, Chanteries, Oratories, Benefattie 
ons, and particular Reparations that have fince been 
added; and then defcends to a Defcription of the 
Tombs, of which he has very carefully preferved the 
Epitaphs. This Part of the Work is adorn’d and il- 
luftrated with very beautiful Views of the Cathedral 
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in divers Pofitions, of fome of its finely ftained Win- 
dows, and of feveral of its moft curious Monuments. 
—— At the Conclution of this Chapter, he modeft- 
ly ftiles the Contents of it, a low Account of this 
magnificent Fabrick, which indeed, he fays, ne 
Words can reprefent as it ought to be: He adds, it is 
a Building of that Magnitude and Extent, that, even 
inthofe Ages which affected the erecting of religious 
Structures, it took near two Centuries to compleat. 
Since which it has ftood above three more, and hi- 
therto efcaped the Teeth of corroding Time by Wind 
and Weather; or, which is much more dettruétive 
than either of them, Party Zeal. Seeing our Au- 
thor has fo abhorrent an Idea of this truly abominable 
Thing, it might be expected he fhould himfelf be en- 
tirely exempt from it: but it is too plain from many 
Paffiges in the Work beiore us, that he is not with- 
out fome little Tinéture of that Spirit which appears 
fo juftly odious to him in others; and I know not 
whether the following Lines, which enfue immediate- 
ly after his mention of the hateful Quality, may not 
be regarded as a Symptom of it in himfelf: “ Letitbe 
“ then the Prayers of all good Men, that this glori- 
‘ous Building, the great Monument of our Fore- 
‘ fathers Piety, may never want a Governor, le{s de- 
“ vored to its Prefervation, than the two lait actual- 
“ly were, or the prefent feems to be. That this 
“ Fabrick may ftand firm, and tran{mit to late Po- 
“ fterity the Virtues of its Founders; and continue, 
“ whar it has long been, not only a fingular Orna- 
ment to the City and thefe Northern Parts, bur to 
‘the whole Kingdom.” This Chapter clofes with 
an Eftimate of the Rents affigned tor the Suppoit of 
this moft illuftrious Building, (much, by very much 
indeed too {mall for fo noble a Purpofe) and a Memo- 
rial of fome Attempts of the Seétaries, in the Time 
of their Sway, 1649, to have facrilegioufly alienated 
them; in which if they had fucceeded, it muft long 
e’er this have been a Heap of Ruins. | 
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In the third Chapter we have a very curious and 
elaborate Account of the Archiepi/copal See of Yor, 
sts Antiquity, furifditticn, &c. as allo of the Dean and 
Chapter, their Charters and Liberties, Privileges and 
Linmunities granted to them by divers Kings. The pring 
cipal Dignitaries of the Cathedral. The Clofe of York, 
and the Bederne. In treating upon thete Heads, 
Mr. Drake confines himfelf to a Method chalk’d out 
for him by Mr. Zorr, whofe MSS. have been of great 
Ufe to him; and confiders, 1. The Archiepitcopal 
See with refpect to its Antiquity, Dignity, Jurifdicti- 
on, Revenues, and Primates. 2. The Dean and 
Chaprer. 3. The Dean fole. 4. The Dignitaries, 
sy. Whe Canons or Prebends. 6. The Vicars choral. 
7. The Parfons or Chantry Priefts. 8. Other infe- 
rior Officers. The Antiquity and Primates of the 
See of York have been aiready largely infifted on; and 
therefore what is here faid of the firft, is only a brief 
Recapitulation of fome Particulars concerning it, for 
Method’s fake; and of the latter, nothing is men- 
tioned but what relates to their Precedency, Jurif- 
diction, Revenues, and fuch like. 

Befides the Archbifhop, the Ecclefiaftical Eftate 
of this Church confifted, our Author fays, of a cer- 
tain Number of Canons fecular, over whom he pre- 
fided. ‘Thefe were a Body politick by Prefcription, 
had a common Refeétory and Dormitory, and lived 
upon the Revenues of the Church, enjoyed by them 
in common. They were firft but feven in Number, 
and ferved at the Altar, for which they had peculiar 
Rights and Revenues conferred upon them. In the 
Time of the Dazifh Wars, and at the Norman Con- 
queit, they were moft of them difperfed into foreign 
Parts. Infomuch that there were but three of them 
left when Thomas the firft was preferred to this See. 
This Prelate recalled thofe that were fled, rebuilt their 
ruined Habitations, and appointed one of them a Pro- 
voft to govern the reft. In this State they continued, 
till the faid Tomas made an Alteration in their Con- 
{titution; for he divided the Lands belonging to the 

Cathedrat 


Ast,34. for November 1737. 347 
C.uthedral into Prebends, and allotted unto each Canon 
a ;aic.cular Portion. From whence they ceafed to 
live as betore, er to eat at one Table. At the fame 
time, for the better governing of the Church, he in- 
ftitutcd a Dean, Treaturer and Chanter to prefide over 
it. 
Great Immunities and Privileges were granted to 
this Temple and its Minifters, by the Charters of 
Hen. 1. and his Succeflors. Our Author has favoured 
us with a very particular Detail of them. We have 
after wards the tollowing Catalogues, I. Of the Towns, 
Prebendal and others, over which the Dean and Chap- 
ter of York have Jurifdiction in fome refpeét. II. Of 
the Parifhes and Towns wherein they have all man- 
ner of fpiritual Jurifdiction. if. Of Churches in the 
City of York, which are, or were, in the Gift, and 
of the Jurifdiétion of the Dean and Chapter. 1V. Of 
Houfes inthe faid City and its Suburbs under their 
Jurifdition. To thefe is fubjoined an Eftimate of 
their Rents and Incomes, wherein is included their 
Eftate in Fleetfreet, London; which is that lately fti- 
led Serjeant’s-Inn, juft now converted into a moft 
beautiful Court of private Buildings. We have then 
a Valuation of the firft Fruits of the Chapter in the 
King’s Books, viz. 4397. 25. 6d. The Arms of the 
Dean and Chapter, which are Gules, two Keys in 
Saltire Or; and a large Abftract from Sir 7. Widdring- 
ton’s Manulcript, relating to fome Differences arifing 
betwixt the Dean and Chapter, and the City. Thefe 
are fucceeded by an Account of the Dean of York, 
his Dignity, Fun@tion, Obligations, and Revenues ; 
together with a Lift of all that have been preferr’d to 
that Office from the firft Creation of it to the Year 
1728. As many of thefe have been Men of great 
Rank in their Time, and have rofe from this Station 
to fome of the firft Places in Church and State, our 
Author has undertaken to furnifh us with fome brief 
Memorials of them. He next acquaints us with the 
Office, Oath, and Revenues of the Precentor, the 
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Chancellor and Treafurer of this Church; with Lifts 
of all thofe who have held thefe Employments. 

And now, after what he has faid of the four prin- 
cipal Dignitaries of this Cathedral, Mr. Drake fhould 
proceed to the reft of its Ecclefiaftical Officers, as 
Sub-deans, Sub-chantors, Arch-deacons, Canons or 
Prebends; Vicars choral, Parfons or Chantry Priefts; 
bur as this would require a large Volume of itfelf, and 
the Arch-deacons and Prebendaries have been lately 
publifhed by Mr. Wilits, he declines.taking notice of 
them here. However, he gives’an Account of the 
Refidentiartes, at prefent and formerly belonging to 
it, and {pecifies their ancient Rules, Cuftoms and Or- 
dinances. The Refidue of the Chapter is taken up 
with a Defcription of the Church-Clofe, commonly 
called the Minjier-yavd, and fome Memorials relating 
to the Churches, Free-fchool, ‘Treafurer’s Houfe, 
St. Villiam’s College, Archiepifcopal Palace, Dean- 
ry, Regifter-Office, and other Houfes of Note there- 
in contained; and of the Bedern, or College of Vi- 
cars-choral: Under this laft Head he fettles the Ety- 
mology of the word Bedern, informs us concerning 
the Office and Duty of the Vicars-choral, as like- 
wife when and by whom this College of them was 
founded, what are the Rules of their Infticution, 
what their Revenues are, and what their State has 
been, both in later and elder Times. 

The fourth Chapter of this Part, which is the laft 
of the whole Work, contains a very ample and parti- 
cular Hiftory of St. Mary’s Anpey, from its Foun- 
dation to its Diffolution, as likewife, the prefent State 
of the King’s Manor, as it is now called, at Yorx«. 
This noble and magnificent Monaftry, anciently, as 
Mr. Drake fays, one of the Glories of York, was de- 
licioufly fituated under the Walls without, and on the 
North Side of the Town. Leland tells us, that the 
Place whereon it was built, was, before the Conque- 
ror’s Time, a Receptacle of the Filth of the Streets 
and Houfes which the Citizens were ufed to lay there, 
and that Malefactors were there executed. How- 
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ever that be, our Author fays it is a {pacious Spot of 
Ground, almoft {quare, and is inclofed, on the North 
and Eiaft Sides, with a fair and ftately Wall; on -the 
Weft with the River Oxu/e, and on the South with 
the Rampire and Walls of the City. The whole 
Circumference, by an exa& Menturation, is one 
thoufand two hundred and eighty Yards, or about 
three quarters of a Mile. In the Abbey Wall were 
only two principal Gates; the one on the Eatt Side, 
opening into Bootham, near the Gate of the Citys 
the other on the North Side, which feems to have 
been the main Entrance into the Abbey.———At the 
Diffolution of Monaftries, this rich and ftately Stru- 
Gure, with all its Endowments, fell to the Crown. 
And here it was that Henry VIII. ordered a Palace to 
be built out of its Ruins, which was to be the Refi- 
dence of the Lord Prefidents of the North for the 
Time being, and called the Azny’s Manor: that the 
very Name and Memory of the Abbey might be loft 
forever. It remained in that State, Mr. Drake tells 
us, till the Reign of James I. who, at his firft com- 
ing to York, gave Orders to have it repaired and con- 
verted into a Regal Palaces intending to make ufe of 
it as fuch, whenever he fhould pafs or repafs that 
Way. However, it continued to be the Seat of the 
Lord Prefident’s to the laft. After the Abolition of 
that Office it belonged ftill to the Crown; and when 
Charles \I. took fome Difpleature at the City, and ap- 
pointed a Governor over it, this Houle was the Re- 
fidence of that Officer. In the Reign of his Suc- 
ceffor, a large Room of it was fitted up, and made 
ule of asa Popifo Chapel. But it was not long be- 
fore the enraged Populace pulled it to pieces; and 
this confecrated Apartment has fince had the Fate, in 
our Days, to be converted into an //embly- Room for 
the meeting of the Nobility and Geritry at the Races, 
as alfo for the entertaining of the Judges at the Affi- 
zes. After the Revolution, Robert Waller, Elq; 
fome time Lord-Mayor, and Reprefentive in Parlia- 
ment for the City, found means to procure a Leafe 
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of this Abbey, or Manor, for thirty-one Years from 
the Crown. Which when expired was obtained again 
for Zancred Robinfon, E1g; tecond Son to Sir William 
Robinfon, Bart. who ts the prefent Leffce. 

W hat follows concerning this A/2xor, relates to fe. 
veral publick Buildings included within the Bounds 
of it, concerning which I muft not enter into Parti. 
culars. When Mr. Drake has gone thorough them, 
he begins to look back upon St. 'a7r3’s sdvbey, and 
gives the Reader a moft copious Acco unt of its Hrd 
Foundation, with the Grants and Benefadtions of dis 
vers Kings to it, and the large Revenues which were 
beftowed upon it by the Nobility and others. Ag 
there were almoft always great Animolitics fubf ‘ing 
between the Mayor and Citizens of York, and the 
Abbot and Convent of this St. AZary’s, about their 
feveral Jurifdictions and Privileges, which often broke 
out into violent Hoftilities; our Author has both re- 
corded feveral Inflances of them, and alfo the Steps 
that were taken at different Times for their Reconci- 
liations and has inferted at large the Articles of A- 
greement drawn up for that Purpofe, in the Years 
1353 and 1484. ‘To thefe he has fubjoined, in Form, 
An Exemption from feveval Duties granted to the Inha- 
bitants within the Liberties of St. Mary, in the Reign 
of Charles If. 1677. Alderman Walier’s Leafe of the 
Site of the Abbey, &c. from the Crown. Copies, from 
the Originals, of feventy-two ancient Charters and 
Grants made to it; none of them ever before printed. 
With two or three other things tranfcribed from a 
Paper printed at York in 1703, and from Tanner’s No- 
titia Monafiica. 

The Appendix to this long and laborious W ork cone 
filts, of References, Additions and Emendations, in 
confequence of the Animadverfions, Corrections and 
Informations of Dr. Langwith and Fob Anfiis, Elq; 
fen. The Corrections ot thefe two learned Gentle- 
men, fo far as they could not take place in the Body 
of the Book, by reafon of the Parts they refer to ha- 
ving been printed off before they communicated them, 
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are here fet down verbatim, with the Name of the 
Author a which Conduét of Mr. Drake’s is 
an honourable Teftimony of his Modefty, Fidelity, 
and Regard tor Truth: Qualifications more amiable 
and graceful, than the beft intelleétual Faculties are 
without them. But befide thefe Emendations, this 
Appendix is enrich’d with many Curiofities 5 of which 
the principal are, 1. A Catalogue of Roman Coins, 
from Auguflus down to Gratianus, but not fucceffive- 
ly, found at Dori ky and all in the Poffeffion of Dr. 
Langwith, trom whom Mr. Drake received it: Tho’ 
there are not many of the Rari/imi, or even Rariores 
init; yet our Author fays he may venture to affert, 

that there is not fuch a Collection of Roman Coins as 
this of the Doctor’s, found in one City except Rome, 
and all in one Man’s Hh ands, inthe Univerle. Il. A 
Judgment given in the Earl Marfhal of England's 
Court, by five Commiffioners therein fitting, upon a 
Difpute between the Lord Sheffield, DieGdent of his 
Majetty’s Council in the North, and the Lord May- 
or of Tork, concerning the fuid Mayor’s Right to ap- 

pear in Prelence of the Prefident with the Sword 
erect: “This was in the feventh Year of the Reign of 
James 1: The Sentence was in Favour of the Mayor. 
We have here likewile a Decree for Precedency of 
Place between the Citizens of dork, and the Digni- 
taries, Excclefiafticks, and Men of the ee en 
belonging to the Church of Jork, made by Cardinal 
Wolfey. A Cafe, relating to Precedency, betwixt 
two Aldermen of that City, refolved by Sir William 
Dugdale. And Copies from two Records refpecting 
Diffentions which happened about this Subject of 
Place; one of which was little leis than a Rebellion 
again {t the Civil Power, and aF ine of 1000 Marks was 
laid upon the Citizens before they could obtain a Pardon 
for it: This happened in the Time of Richard If. 
If. An Entry, extraéted from the City’s eldeft Re- 
gilter, of a Bill of Complaint, exhibiced to the Court 
and Council of ohn Duke of Lancafler, then Lord 
of the Honour of Knaresburgh, regardi ng a —— 
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of Tolls from the Citizens of 2ork at Burrough-Bridge ; 
Which, with the Duke’s Mandate and Inquifition 
taken thercupon, as allo a Copy of Inrolment in the 
Court at Kvaresburgh, are here given in the original 
Language. IV. ‘Phe Order of the Feaft and Pagean- 
try of the Play of Corpus Chriffi, in former Time ex- 
hibited annually in Jor&, tranflated from an Entry in 
an old Regilter belonging to the City; with a Pro. 
clamation for the due Celebration thereof, and an Ore 
dimince to the fame purpofe. V. Some Additions 
upon the Head of Seals, with our Author’s E-xplica- 
tion of thofe belonging to the City, which he omit- 
ted in the foregoing Work. VI. Accounts of the 
firit Foundation of the Collegiate Church of bleffed 
Jobu of Beverly, and of the Churches of Rippon and 
St. Wilfrid, with Charters relating to thefe, and the 
Charter of Privileges given to King Ahelflan by St. 
Fobn of Beverly, in the Year ozs. VII. A Bull of 
Pope Gregory XIf. tor pardoning all the Accomplices 
in the [rial and Beheading of Archbifhop Scrope: das 
ted /pril1z.1408. VIII. A Copy of a Letter to 
the Mayor and Citizens of York, fent from Lambert 
Symnel {oon atter his landing in England, from Ireland, 
to profecute his pretended Right to the Crown under 
the aflumed Title of Aing Edward the Sixth; with 
the Refolution of the Magiftracy thereupon. IX. An 
Explanation of 26 ancient Seals. X. An Account of 
the Saxoz and Danifb Coins ftruck at York, as alfo of 
the Money minted from the Norman Conquett, to 
the laft Mint erected in that City; with a Plate of 
all rhe York Half-penny’s. The whole concludes with 
an Index of Perfons and Places. 


ARTI: 


Art. 35. for November 1737, 353 


ARTICLE XXXvV. 


The following Remark was fent me out of the Country, 
without any Token whereby I might gue/s at the Wris 


ter. 


STR, 


'HE very learned and ingenious Mr. SHuck- 
FORD, in the fecend Volume of his Conneétion 
* Sacred and Prophane wa Vy Pp. 243. has given us 
anew Tranflation of that | aflage, Exod. ii. 21. where 
it is faid, that zt came to pals, becaufe the Midwives 
feared God, that be made them foufes. 
"Mr. SHucKrorp is of Opinion that it fhould be 
sendred, Aud Pharaoh built them, i.e. the IsRAELITES, 
Houfes; that his Defign in doing fo was, that the 
People he had fet over them might know where to 
find every Family, and take account of all the Chil- 
dren that fhould be born. ‘To fupport this Tranfla- 
tion, he is obliged to fuppofe the Paflage to be not 
7 pointed. [ do not at prefent, fays he, fee any 
way to give a clear Account of the Place fo eafy as to 
fuppofe “the Punétuacion wrong. And then adds, 
Some of the Commentators have indeed offered a 
Conjecture, at firit Sight, very promifing to explain 
the Expreffion as it now ftands: They would take 
the words, sade them Houfes, metaphorically, and 
lay that they mean, either that God gave the "Mid- 
wives many Children, or that he made them pro{pe- 
fous in their Affairs: The former of thefe Interpreta- 
tions is St. Aizbrofe’s, and it is faid that the Expreili- 
on is thus = Geit. XVi. 2. Gen. XXX. 2. Deut. xxv. 
9. Ruth iv. . but in this Point thefe Interpreters 
Make a grex Mig ake; the Expreffion before us is 
Nafhah Beith, but the E xpreflion in the Paflages ci- 
ted isa very different one; itis Bazah Beith, and not 
Na foal : Had rhe f ixpreffion here before us been{ Ba- 
mat) Beithin: labem} it might have fignitied, God built 
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up their Eoufes or Families, by making them nuUMCTOUS 
but [ Nafhab Beithim labeu) are We ords of a very dif. 
ferent Meaning. 

This is Mr. pameenenes Argument againft inter- 
preting the \ Words | Nafah Beithim laben | le, i.e. 
Go d, wade them Familics; and upon Suppofition that 

lafab Beil 1s never uled to fignify the building up a 
Fi imily, it isa very good one. Bur I have lately met 
with an Inftance where it has the very fame Meaning 
as Banan Beith; 12 Sam.vu. 11. Baith sanafbeh leca 
Febovah, Lhe Lord will make thee an Houfe. And 
that this is meant of God’s giving David a numerous 
ae appears from the Context, ¥. 12. And 

on thy days be fulfilled, and thon foalt fleep with thy 


Fathers, I cvill fet up thy Seed after thee, which foall 


procecd out of thy Bowels, and Lwill efiablifh his king- 
dei. 

Vhere is therefore, P think, no Neceflity of chang- 
ing the Pronunciation of the 7 ords, fince as they 
ftand at prefent, thcy are capable of a very plain and 
found Meaning. 


Lam, &c. 





ARTICLE XXXVI. 


Liifioire ee e de la Philofophie. Ou L’on 
traite de fon Origine, de fes Progrefs, & des 
divertfes Revolutions, qui lui fons arrivees jul- 
qu’a notre ‘T’ems. 


Ur, 


A Critical Hiftory of Philofophy: J which an 
Account is given of its Origin, its Progre/s, 
and the Je veral Revolutions - has undergone to 
the prefent Time. Amfterdam: Printed fur 
Francis Changuion ; aud fold at bis Shop near 
Somerfet-Houfe zz the Strand, London. v 737" 
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Three Volumes of it have already appeared in 
12mo. containing 374, 447, 345 Pages, be- 
fides the P) reface, Tables of C ontents, &ce. TI 
foall bere gu ve a Jhort Account of the firf V o- 


lume only, 


T confifts of ten en to which there is an 

Introduction prefix’d, co st a general Idea 
of the Subject; as alfo a Vin dication of Philofophy 
againtt the Repro: aches of its Enemies; the Reafons 
that determined the Author to this Unde: taking, with 
the Rules which he has followed in the Profecution 
cf it; and Animadverfions on the Attempts of fome 
lace camnene Writers to reconcile the Peripatetick and 
modern Sy ft tems; an impartial Reprefentation of the 
Merit of the Ancients with regard to the Sciences 


compared with that oi their Succeffors; and a brief 


Epitome of the Hiftory of Philofophy divided into 
four Periods. 

In the firft Chapter our Author afhgns the Origin 
of Philofophy. He makes it coeval with that of t! 
human Race: Men have always shougnr, reficet Med, 
and meditated; and they have had always before their 
Eyes the pompous and magnificent Seen of the Uni- 
verte, from the Contemplation of which all pr phi- 
lofophical Conce ptior ys arife. He fhews chat almoft 
every Nation upon i wih has been more or lefs addi&t- 
ed to thefe Studies, and have had their wife Men; 
held by them in Ae higheft Veneration ; re{pected 
even by Kings, as the Directors of their Condud ; 
called upon by Commonwealths to appeafe their in- 
teltine Animofities, “ fometimes almoft deified by 
a Populace. ‘That they have been invetted with 

he higheft Honours, yo moft facred Offices, (a- 
m mont the rote) 5 even with the regal Dignity ) 
and regarded as “)racles, whom it was Prophanenefs 
to disbelieve or contradiét. That under divers De- 
nominations they have been raifed to the fublimett 
Rank by the Gauls, by the Ladians, the Ethiopians, 
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356 The Works of the Learned Art. 36, 
the Perfians, the Afjrians, the Scythians, and the 
Chinefe. He next points out the Peculiarities of their 
Behaviour, and oftheir Method of Inftruétion: their 
total Abftinence from inebriating Liquors, their Re. 
fervednefs towards Strangers, and even thcir own Dif 
ciples during the Seaton of their Probation; their 
prodigious Affectation of Allegory and Myftery, and 
of exprefiing all things by Symbols and Enigmas, to 
deprefs the Underftandings of the Vulgar, and ag. 
grandife the Reputation of their own Sagacity. This, 
as he obferves, muft greatly impede the Improvement 

of Knowledge and Learning ; as muftalfo another thin 
he mentions, vz. the Paucity of literary Monuments, 
and the Difficulty of Recourfe to the more valuable of 
them. The Sages of old, as he remarks, had little 
Correfpondence; they afforded one another hardly 
any Afliftance. Indeed it was the Cuftom in many 
Countries for the Magiftrates, Priefts, or great Men, 
to erect Columns, whereon was infcribed all they in- 
tended to tran{mit to Pofterity : Thefe ferved as State- 
Regifters, to eternize the Fame of Heroes, Lav- 
givers, and publick Benefactors; to determine the 
Boundaries of Kingdoms; to record and bind Trea- 
ties of Peace and Alliance; or, laftly, to difplay their 
Doétrines concerning the Gods, or the more abftrule 
Operations of Nature. ‘Thele, with the Sacerdotal 
Colleges, were of old the only Schools of Wifdom. 
To the former the curious Traveller in Search of Sci- 
ence could have Accefs; and to confult them was the 
great Purpofe of Pythagoras, Plato, and other cele- 
brated Philofophers in their Perigrinations. Our Au- 
thor infifts pretty much upon thefe Columns, which 
he finds to be firit fet up in Egypt, then in Phenicic 
and afterwards even in the Northern Regions. The 
Clofe of this Chapter informs us how, and at what 
Time the Title of Philofopher, one of the moft re- 

{pe€table in the World, was firft introduced into it. 
Having given us a general Notion of the ancient 
Philofophers, our Author, in the fecond Chapter, 
enters into a Detail of their Doétrines: and to pre 
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ceed therein with the greater Perfpicuity, he divides 
them into four Parties, thofe of Scythia or the Coun- 
trices to the North; thofe of Ethiopia or the South; 
thofe of the Ce/tes who dwell on the /Veffern Quarter 
of the Globe; and thofe of Jvdia which compre- 
hends all the Eafl. The Scythians and Ethiopians ne- 
ver rofe to any great Eminence in Literature. Our 
Author affigns the Reafons of this, and contents him- 
felf with a flight Survey of their Attainments; but 
the Ce/tes and Orientals merit a clofer Confideration : 
The former, as he remarks, were our Ancettors, the 
eldeft Inhabitants of Gau/; and happy fhould we be, 
he fays, if we refembled them, and if upon that fcore 
we could ftile ourfelves their Pofterity ; but he thinks 
we have forfeited all Right to that Honour, by a bafe 
Degeneracy from their primitive Probity and Virtue. 
The others have peopled that Part of the Earth, 
which we may juftly regard as the Cradle of our Spe- 
cies, and the Source of all the Arts and Sciences; 
from whom the vain-glorious Greeks them{clves cane 
not be denied to have derived them. 

When our Author has taken a Survey of the Tem- 
per and Manners of the Scyths (among whom he di- 
ftinguifhes only two Sages, Auacharfis and Abaris, 
concerning the latter of which he recites and ridicules 
two or three Fables) he takes notice, that {ome learn- 
ed Men of late have pretended, with little or no Pro- 
bability, that they were the Originals and Difpenters 
to the reft of Mankind of all Knowledge and Mora- 
lity, as well as of the moft ufeful and ingenious Arts. 
They transfer to them all the fine Defcriptions the 
Poets have made of the A¢/antick and fortunate I flands, 
of the He/perian Gardens and the Elyfian Fields; and 
will have their Abodes, in {pight of their tedious and 
horrible Winters, to be preferable to thofe happy 
Lands which the Sun embelifhes with a perpetual 
Spring. ‘Thefe Chimeras, he fays, would always 
have been efteemed as fuch, if our Dr. Thomas Burnet 
had not given Weight and Authority to them, by 
{ome Difcourfes in the firft and fecond Books of his 
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ilamous Theory of the Earth, in which he advances an 
Hypothefis that {eems to favour them. Our Author 
has drawn up a Summary of it, and the Grounds 
whereon the Doétor endeavours to eftablith ir. 

He proceeds next to the Ethiopians. Their Philo- 
fophers, as thofe of /udia, were ttiled G) jymnofophifts, 
We fee here their Manner of Lite, and cheir Inven- 
tions; the moft confiderable of which was the Hiero- 
glyphicks. Our Author enlarges upon thefe, to fhew 
both their Nature and their Ufe. He compares them 
with the Chinefe Characters, which he apprehends 
have fome Affinity with them ; and with the Figures 
whereby the Mexicans exprels their Seneiments : 
'Ehefe en he will have to be neither Hicroglyphicks 
nor Letters; tho’ by his Account of them they ap- 
pear to app xvoach much nearer the former than the 
Characters of the Chinefe do. Hieroglyphicks he fup- 
pofes to be in Ule before Letters or Alphabets were 
thought of. He posts out the Authors of this laft 
divine Difcovery, and the unfpeakable Service they 
have done thereby to Learning. 

Belides me Gywinofophifis, he tells us, Africa has 
raifed another Sct of Philofophers in that Part of it 
led Lidya, Who acknowledged Atlas one of the 
irft Kings in the World for their Founder. This 4- 
fas abdicated his Throne, and retired to a high Moun- 
tain, where he {pent the reft of his Days in Aftrono- 
mical Obfervations. macy School-boy is acquainted 
with the Fables of the Poets concerning him, of 
which we have here a fhore Explication, ? 

Our Author expatiates upon the extraordinary E- 
teem that Mufick was in amongft the Ancients. They 

id not regard it merely as a Recreat “enh in Ornament 

of the Theatres, or a Decoration of their Shews and 
tntertainments: they valued it as almoft an univerfal 
iLcmedy for the Difempers both cf the Mind and of 
the Body. They attributed to it an immediate and 
infallible Influence on all the Faculties cf the Soul, 
to infsire it w ith noble meena , Principles of Vir- 
cue, and to calm and regula 2 the Paftions. He il- 
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lufirates this Point by Inftances from prophane and 
facred Writings; and he replies to fomething that Mr. 
Peyrault has tuggefted to render the Teftimonies of 
the Ancients upon this Head fufpcéted of Hyperbole 
and Partiality. . 

In treating of the Celtes, he reckons among them 
four Ranks of Men in preat Reputation: the Bards 
or Poets, who fung the Actions of their Heroes, 
fometimes in Concert with mufical Initruments ; The 
Pedagoguesy who had the Tutelage of Youth to edu- 
cate them in Knowledge and Virtue; The ates, or 
thofe who prefided over the Sacrifices, and contem- 
plated the Phanomena of Nature; And laftly, the 
Druids, who, befides that fublime Study, inftrud- 
ed the People in the Duties of Morality. Thete Drz- 
ids were mott properly the Philofophers, and in the 
higneft Authority: feveral curious Particulars occur 
here relating to their State and Behaviour. 

Dettroying Lime has well nigh eradicated all the 
old Celtic Monuments. What impericct Notices vet 
remain of their Dodétrines are here laid together by 
our Author. He offers fome Reafons for tuppofing 
they borrowed many cf their Dogma and Cuftoms 
from the Orientals. When the Or;der ot Drvids firtt 
began is uncertain but we know, he fays, that they 
continued in mighty Honour among the Celres, till 
they themfelves were brought uncer the Reman Yoke; 
from which Time they dwindled. In the Reigns of 
Tibevius and Claudius they were expell’d Gau/; and 
fhortly after a Decree of Senate pafied for their en- 
tire Abolition: our Author gueffes that they became 
hateful to the Emperors, on account of their conti- 
nually exciting the People, over whom they had an 
abfolute Afcendency, to fhake off their ‘Tyranny. 
This Article he clofes with a flight Account of thofe 
Sages that anciently flourifhed in the Briti/b [fands, 
among the Germans, in Spain and Italy. 

The third Chapter opens with an Encomium on 
the Eaftern Learning, fo neceflary to the underftand- 
ing of the holy Scriptures. We may form an Idea 
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360 The Works of the Learned Art. 36. 
of its fingular Excellency from two illuftrious Examples 
of it in thofe facred Books, wiz. Mofes and Solomon. 
Under the Stile of Oriextals our Author comprehends 
the Seves, the Phenicians, the Indians properly fo cal- 
led, the Perfiaus, the Chaldeans, and the Egyptians, 
He treats of the Science and Philofophy of thete Na- 
tions according to the Order in which he has here 
ranked them. ‘There is fcarcely any thing more en- 
tertaining than a Detail of this noble Subje ‘ty, which 
here takes up the whole of this, and of the following 
Chapter. ‘Powards the Conclufion of the latter, our 
Author very nicely examines the Pretenfions of the 
fg yptians to the Invention of Chymiftry, and to the 
Secret of the Philofopher’s Stone; which he evinces 
to be entirely proundiets; and he gives the Honour of 
the former ot them to the Arabians. Amongft the 
Reafons for fuppofing the Egyptians to have had the 
Art of Tranfmutation, and to have by means of Mo 
fes communicated it to the Ifraelites, it 1s fuggefted, 
*¢ "That this Avo/es was the only Conqueror and Le- 
giflaror that governed a a mig hty Nation without the 
“< Ufe of either Gold or Silver: That throughout 
*¢ the whole Courfe of his Life we find not the leaf 
Inclination to amafs any W’ ealch, nor any thing in 
“* his Polity relating to a publick Revenue or Treafw- 
“ry: Jt mutt be therefor ¢, that he had within him- 
(cif an inexhauftible Source of Riches, even the 
My ftery here fpoken of, from whence he could be 
fupplied at all times, In proportion to every E.mer- 
gency; without any Subfidies from the People, or 
needing to impofe any burthenfome Taxes, accord- 
ing tothe Practice of other Governors. The fame 
Refources muft afterwards have been neceffary to 
David and Solonon tox the building of that fuperb 
Edifice, which the former projected, and the lat- 
ter undertook and compleated for the Honour and 
ce Worthip of the Deity. Without this, how was 
© it poffible for the firft of thefe Princes to have ac- 
© quired the immenfe, and almoft incredible Sums, 
$* which he begueated for that Purpole at his — 
who 
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«“ who was Mafter of fo narrow a Territory, and 
“ whofe Reign was always embaraffed by domeftick 
“ Difientions, or foreign Wars?” We fhould have 
been highly obliged to our Author for a Solution of 
this Queftion, or of that which naturally refults from 
the Obfervation that has now been cited relating to 
Mofes: But inftead of this he only tells us, that thefe 
Inftances make nothing for what the Few7/ Cabbalifts 
affert about the Origin and marvellous Effeéts of Chy- 
miftry; and that that there is no lefs Difficulty in de- 
termining trom whence all that Gold was extraéted 
which the Péelomies were poflets’d of, or which was 
to be found in the Court of utrochus King of Syria, 
and in that of Perfeus King of AZacedon; or in thew- 
ing what became of it at the Declenfion of the Ro- 
man Empire, when it almoft entirely vanifhed, and 
continued to be extremely fcarce in Europe till the 
Difcovery of the Vefl-Lndies, from whence all the 
Gold that now circulates in Commerce is undoubted- 
ly imported. 

The fitth Chapter is wholly employed about the 
jews and their Writings. This People, tho’ the leaft 
of all the Oriental Nations, have made a greater Fi- 
gure and Buftle in the World than any other of them. 
The facred Scriptures do immediately and efpecially 
relate to thern. The firft thing our Author does here, 
is to give us a true Character of thofe divine Volumes: 
He tells us to what End they were given us; not to 
pratify us with a Set of fubtil Speculations, or pom- 
pous Syftems or Theories in Aflronomy, Phyficks, 
and natural Hiftory, but to impel us God-wards by 
the Incentives of Fear and Love. And he fevercly 
cenfures fuch as endeavour to authenticate their pre- 
carious Hypothefes with regard to the Frame of the 
Univerfe, by the Expreffions of Mo/es, David, or 
Solomon, whom they will have to fpeak according to 
the Sentiments of Galileus, Copernicus, Gaffendi, Def- 
cartes, or Mallebvanch: or who give Scripture Titles 
to Schemes of their own Invention, as Robert Fludd 
who publifhed the Afo/aick Philo/ophy, and {ome others 

whom 


— —— - 
nee ey ae 


a - 


| 














362 The Hi orks of the Learned rte 36, 


whom he names have done; or who fay that God ha. 
ving in the Bible difplayed the moft fublime Vy fteries 


4 


of his Grace, paula not fail giving us therein clear 


‘ 


and jute [deas concerning thofe alfo ot Nature. He 
mia on the contrary fhewn, that it would not be pros 
per for God to have Gone fo: ‘Phat Error, in relpeg 
s thefe things, is requitite to the due Government of 
the W oid ; And ia it was periectly confitten 
with our Saviour’s being ‘Vruth itielf, and the Wifdom 
God, to leave his Followers in many Mittakes 
with regard to things in which their Salvation was no 
way interefted. 
As for the Yewz/a People, our Author afferts that 
they were altogether en totally ignorant of 
what may prc operly be call’d the haa confined 
mn their Ideas both of the Syttem of the World, and 
of the Kingdom of God i in it; fancying all sis reft 
of the Univerfe to be fubfervient to this arth, form’d 
merely tor its Benefit; and that the Earth with all its 
Furniture was created purcly for them; and that they 
at all times were under the immediate Inf{pection, the 
{pecial Care and Government of Heaven. Such No- 
tions were a Bar to all Improvements in Knowledge: 
And accordingly, in direét Contraricty to thofe who 
will have the ‘Zews to be the Maflters of Mankind in 
all the moft valuable Branches of Learning, our Av- 
thor here evinces them to have had little or no Ac- 
quaintance with any. ‘They had indeed, as he fhews, 
a Set of Principies with regard to the Operations of 
Nature; but they were chimerical, far trom corte- 


fponding with the true State of Things. ‘Their {a- 


cred Books inftrué&ted them in the Hittory of the 
Formation of the terreftrial Globe, and of its Deluge, 
bur they gave no phyfical Account of thofe grand 
Events: W hat peculiar Opinions they held concert 
ing the firft of them are hinted here: Some of them, 
it feems, were the fame as Spinoza revived, and 
pretended to demonitrate, about the Middle of the 

at Centar Yy in his Ethica more Geometrica demonfira- 
2, printed in 1677. Our Author has given us a Sum- 

mary 
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mary of the Doctrine of that atheiftical Treatife. He 
thinks all the Exxplications of the {pe ‘culating Fews 
upon this Head are low and trifling in compariton of 
the Mo/faick Narrative of the Production ot Thr Ings; 
in which there appears a noble le Simplicity, more a~ 
greeable to Truth, than the glittcring Pageantry of 
panes Schemcs and Theories: How ever, as he re- 
marks, fome of the Fathers of the Church have not 
acquielc *d in the Letter of it, but have given ita fi- 
urative Turn; of which ! Metho j he adduces a Spe- 
cimen out of the Writings of St. wdugu/finey and 
makes fome Reflections of his own upon it. 

As for what is here fatd concerning the Deluge, 
whatever Proof it may be of our Author’ S Erudition, 
it is not much to the Purpoie of his Undertaking 


h 
h 


; 6? 
which is exprefsly to relate the Origin, Pr i ig and 
Revolutions of Philofophy, with the Tenets of its 


feveral Seéts and Profeffors; but infiead of learning 
thofe of the ews with reference to this furprizing 
Cataftrophe, we have only a few Prefumptions of 
the Truth of the Fatt; an Affignment of the Means 
by which Providence accomplithed ity the fame as are 
recorded in Scripture; and fome Tetlimonies of the 
Memory of it being preferved amongit the | [eathens. 

After fome curt Obfervaticns on the Zewi/h Theo- 
cracy, and the Writings of Solomon, and a Differta- 
tion on the Origin of Springs and Rivers, grounded 
upon a Paffage i in Lcclefiaftes,* which has been thought 
to contain the mott approved modern Hypothefis re- 
lating thereto; our Author entertains us in the § 
quel of this Chapter with a brief Account of i 
Pharifces, Sadduces, and Effexes, as alfo of the Tra- 
ditions of the Radbbins concerning the Cabbala,and of 
the Attempts to revive the Credit of icin shin Chri- 
{tian Church, in the three or four laft Centuries. 

In the Beginning of the ace ( shapter he re- 
marks, That the ews were the only People, before 


the 
* Chap. i. 9. All the Rivers run into the Sea, yet the Sea is net 


Full; unto the Place from whence the Rivers come, thither they re 
1urn again, 





ee or 


rr te re EE TN a ec 


i 





364 The Works of the Learned Art. 36 
the giving of the Gofpel, who were privileged with 
a fure and fixed Syftem of Faith and Manners derived 
from God himitclf; while the Legiflators, Teachers, 
and Prophets of all other Nations were no better than 
fallible Men, who had not, and confequently could 
not communicate any juft and rational Conceptions of 
the Production of the Earth, or the Changes it was 
deftin’d to ‘pals thorough; of the Creation or Fall of 
Man; or of that Mixture of Good and Evil which 
all things here exhibit, and whereby they are fo fadly 
disfigured. ‘This gives our Author an Occafion of 
hinting the great Excellency and Utility of Revela- 
tion, which has, he fays, this peculiar Prerogative, 
to fuffer nothing by difagreecing with the Didtates of 
natural Reafon: and he fuppofes the foolith Defire of 
reconciling two things fo oppofite to each other, has 
given Birth to moft Herefies, and has fo often renews 
ed the Controverfy concerning the Diftinétion be- 
tween Things being above Realon, and being contra 
ry to it. 

What our Author fays upon thefe Topicks, is 
prefently fucceeded by a fuccinét and entertaining 
Account, both of the Difperfion of Mankind after the 
Flood, and of the Heroes and Lawgivers who 
moulded the feveral Parties, whercinto they divided, 
into Communities, and taught them the neceffary 
Arts of living: as Zoroafler, LHermes Trifinegiftus or 
Mercury, Orpheus, Avimaniusy Hercules, fc. But 
this Account is not an hiftorical one of their Lives 
and Tranfactions, but a kind of Proof, that no fuch 
Perfons ever in Reality exifted: that the foregoing are 
not properx, but merely cppellative Names, denoting a 
Number of particular Men, even all who 1n ancient 
‘Time were diftinguifhed by the Eminency of their 
‘Talents, or the Benefits they conferr’d upon the So- 
cieties whereof they were Members; and that the 
Exploits attributed to them are only allegorical Re- 
prefentations. 

This Point being difpatch’d, our Author enters i- 
to a Detail of the Sentiments both of the Barbarian 
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and Grecian Philofophers with reference to the For- 
mation of the Earth, the Rife of Mankind, and the 
principal Cataftrophes of our Syf{tem; and hereunto 
he premiles the three following Principles: I. That 
none of the Greek or Barbaric Phyfiologifts had any 
Idea at all either of Creation or Annihilation, nor a 
Word in any of their Languages or Forms of Speech 
expreflive thereof. II. They never enquired any far- 
ther than into that infinite Wifdom which difpofed 
Things into the Order and Arangement wherein they 
fubfitt: being perfuaded the Subttance and Matter of 
them were eternal and immutable. JI]. They readi- 
ly allow’d of a firft Mover, and that all things owed 
their Forms to an Almighty Artificer: but then they 
fuppoted, that having received their {pecifick Proper- 
ties, and due Degrees of motive Energy, there needed 
no further Concourle or Interpofition of the Deity, 
but that they proceeded to anfwer all che Purpofes 
they were capable of, by virtue of thofe neceffary and 
original Impreflions. 

In the feventh Chapter we fee what Notions the 
moft remote Antiquity entertained of material and 
fpiritual Subftances. The Philofophers acknowledged 
bur one individual Subftance, which however they 
regarded under a triple Diftinétion, and which admit- 
ted of innumerable Modifications. ‘Thefe Modifica- 
tions are the particular Beings or Creatures whereof 
the Univerie confiiteth. In idhort, their Syftem was 
at the bottom the fame as Sp7z0z2’s. The moft fub- 
lime and noble Part of their imagined Subftance was 
that which conflituted the Effence of the Gods, An- 
gels and Genu; this tranicended human Comprehen- 
fion, and expanded icielf throughout all the Refidue 
of Nature. The next interior Divifion was that 
which made the Sun, the Stars and Planets, and what- 
foever had in it a native and underived Splendor. 
The laft and loweft of al! was that which compofed 
Animals, Vegetables, and, in general, the whole Com- 


o- 
paces of {4)°5 Pray rt Mere 
rp? A tQO,UNaTY 1} 


” wae in? Galo 
a 


Tr 





es 


ie ae een 


366 The Works of the Learned Att. 36. 


Ic is eafy from hence to infer, that the Ancients had 
no Notion of any fuch Diverfity of Subftance as we 
now maintain; thinking and unthinking» confidered 
as Subttance, was in their Appre pean the fame; 
and the Difference lay wholly in fome » adventitious 
Property or Modification. Our Author has colleé- 
ed their Senfe of this Matter from Pyroclus, Por- 
phiry and JFamblichus; and tells us, that the Doétrine 
here {poken of obtains to this Day in China, where 


} 


the Tenets of iio antique Philofophy are yet prefer- 


ved. 


a a > 1 s . ae , 
hele things being prefuppofed , it is cafy, he fays, to 
i ~ 
account for the Det bs and DNiforders fo apparent here 
in our fublunary State, while all rhe reft of the Uni- 


. Ir 18 becaufe this 


1S 


vcrie 1s fo compleat and regular; 


+ [am not certain whether our Author fpeaks his own Senti- 
nts here, or whether he is reporting thofe only of the Ancients; 
ut I have obferved fome modern Writers on the Subjeét of Evil 
exprefiing themfelves in this Strain, and very readily fuppofing that 
all Parts of the Univerte befides this we inhabit are al] Order and 
ffarmony. What Ground they have for fuch a P: efumption, [| 
know not. Are they {ure the other Globes are not flock’ d with 
Animals as a IS 3 or that they are not fubjeét, as ours are, to 
Vice and Miferv? This 1s a Query they can never be able to re- 
folve, and con ane ly can never advance any thing upon this 
Head beyond a precarious Hypothefis. Do thev judg re from the 
Conftancy and Regularity of their Motions in their fe -yeral Orbits? 
Our Barth 3 is not behind them in this Particular. Is it from their 
having no Hint of any fuch thing in Scripture, that they form {o 
arbitrary 2 Conclufion? ‘hat would be a very weak Foundation 


to build on, fleeing God is not obliged to reveal to us what we 
} 


_ have nothing to do with: But, in truth, there are {everal broad 


Hints there of the Cafe being jult the contrary. What elle are all 
the Paflages therein concerning r the Sin and Fall of the An: rels 3 or 
a e which feem to imply that the Sun, Moon, and other Lights 
Heaven fhall undergo the like Cataftrophe with our World, 
cat be involv’d in the fame Conflagration ? In fhort, we are al- 
mott entirely in the Dark, as to the Circumftances of all other 
Creatures than thoie wach are Fellow-Inhabitants with us of this 
Janet; and we aye vaiil y far from a thorough Acquaintance \ with 
ourown. We know that we are at prefent unhappy ; and it is to 
Revelation alone that we owe any Hope of a better Condition 
hereafter: Reafon could never afford usa Bafis for any fuch Confi- 
dence: feeing if it be not a onfiftent with INFINITE ace 


that we fhould be miferable an Hour, it is not incompat IL le there 
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is the Region oi of corporeal Matter, which is effential- 


4 


ly li able to Mutation and Corruption, and from which 
unavoic lably {pring Things of divers oppofite Quali- 


ceca 


ties, Which mutt ‘therefore often clafh with, and de 


{3 


io 


{troy one another. ‘Phe fupreme Subit: ince, or God, 
defires and endeavours the Order of all things heres 
but corporeal Subttance is a reb Sn Subject, it re- 
(G{ts his Wall, it is not fubtle and pure enou oh to take 
the Imprefli on of the divine Ideas. Infinite W ifdom 
1S employed in reducing its a) but even 
that is ineffectual to prevent, or entirely to cure them. 
It was thus the Ancients accounted for the Exiftence 
of Evil. Their Reafonings upon this ‘Pied were 
calculated to fecure the Honour of the divine Good- 
nels, tho’ at the Expence of his Power. 

From this Sy (tem, after a deal of Canvafling and 
Refinement, there at length fprung another, of great 
Eclat, and which ina fhort time {pread into almoft 
every Nation, and was in fuch high and univerfal E- 
fteem that it became well nigh irr adicable 5 infinuas 
ted itfelf into, and governed ‘all the Offices of their 


Xeligion: 
with that we fhould be fo for ever. This laft Sentence has fome 
Rel pect to thofe, who, to fave the Golpe! from what they own to 
a very weighty Objection, explode out of the Chriilian Scheme 
the Catholick DoArine of the Etern/ y of Hell Torments 3 whoa 
this Principle, That it istincongruous with the BounpLeEss Bene 
se of the — any of his Creatures thould, wpom th 


o—a 


cn} 


v be miferable. t I would | beg thoie who {eem very | fond 
of thi Maxim, as they ‘think it, to confi der it well, before they 

fufpend thereon fo valuable a thing as the Credit of their Relig ‘ion : 

They | know it to be a Maxim in L Og cic! ¢, that whatever proves too 
much proves nothing: Now this Js the very Cafe with refpect to 
their Princ iple ; which fuffered to go ie will naturally proceed to 
this Conclufion, contrary to their own Senfe and woful t xperi- 
ence, That there neither Is, or cou! 'd ever pofhbly be any Evil in 
the World. ‘They wiil find upon a little Obfery ation of their own 
Ideas, that to fay a is no lefs abfurd,. than to aflirm that 


<n 


x 2 ' - + Ee ’ a XA, : ca a i a ‘* 2 2 i eal 
vhat is abfolute ly White has yet a Mixture of Black in it. or a ly 
wl } } o> > mT 4} TAS ; mn + (> 
ot ue -r Contr adiétion W hatfoever. inor 1S rier any AVVO tdin nz Ci. 
foregoing Conclufion, but by taking up wich one or other of the 
{( low : anil the Fyvil ale al ic J e World 4 Lin- 
folowing, v2. Lhat the Evil which is in t? vor! Was adto 
] 


+ + 
ere nt from that 


lutely unavoidable, not to be prevente db by y the Divine P ower ith elf ; 
or, That the G oodnefs of God is altogcther di! 


Which VV e hav Ww et a + \ ‘otion of. 
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Religion: This was that of the two Principles, now 
commonly known by the Name of the Manzicheay 
Scheme. Our Author has given us a Summary of 
it, as well as the Hiftory of its Birth and Progrefs. Ir 
never obtained, he tells us, either amongi{t the Greeks 
or Romans. ‘Vhe former of thefe People, however, 
who had as lively a Sente as any, of the Difficulties 
attending this Point, had their own peculiar Hypo- 
thefes to account for the Origin of Evil; which are 
here likewile briefly mentioned. 

In Default of Revelation, our Author thinks there 
was no Hypothetis whereby the Exiftence of Evil 
could be accounted for better than by that of the two 
Principles; and he juftifies this Opinion by a Detail 
of all the Phenomena which feemed to imply a mas 
levolent Caufe ; and by fhewing how naturally they lead 
every Underftanding, ignorant of the Hittory of the 
Fall, to the Conclufion drawn from them by the un- 
enlighten’d Barbaric Philofophers. 

In the eighth Chapter our Author demonftrates the 
Grecian Arts and Literature to have been borrowed 
from the Barbarians. Tho’ this derogates trom the 
vain Pretenfions of the Greeks to the Honour of be- 
ing the original Inventors of all thefe things, yet they 
muft be allowed the Merit of improving to the ut- 
moft Perfection whatfoever they derived from others, 
and of concentring in themlelves the refpective Sci- 
ences of feveral Nations. ‘This Point being tully dif- 
cuffed, our Author procecds to the Hiftory of the 
Greck Philofophy, of which he diftinguifhes two A- 
ges, that of the Sects, and that which preceded the 
Ettablifhment of any: In this, which is the firft in 
Order, the Poets were the fole Philofophers, who 
not only wrote all in Verfe, but couch’d all their Do- 
Ctrines under a Diverfity of amufing Fables. Thefe 
poetical Sages had the Title likewile of Divine, and 
fometimes the more honourable one of Prophet, 
which in the firft Ages denoted thofe who were au- 
thorifed by the State to teach the Populace, and to 
whom the Charge of regiftring remarkable Events 

was 
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was committed. Some have fuppofed that the Greeks 
regarded the fabulous Philofophy in no other Light 
than we do our Romances, and went into that Taite 
merely for the pleafing their Imaginations: But our 
Author has deduced it from other Caufes, and fhews 
that People to have given into it for Reafons which 
appeared to them very important. One great End of 
their Mythology was to conceal the more fublime and 
awful Truths trom the Vulgar, left they fhould de- 
fpife and prophane them. ‘The Greeks carried their 
Affectation of Myftery beyond all others; and we 
here fee what Effect this had upon their Theology. 
We here alfo fee what a Treafure of Morality and 
Philofophy lay difguis’d under the Veil of their alle- 
gorical Reprefentations. Our Author fpeaks of this 
Method of philofophyfing, and the Authors of it, 
in Terms of Refpeét, and favours us with a diftinét 
and entertaining View and Explication of the moft 
noble and lofty Subjects they infifted on. 

The ninth Chapter commences the latter of the 
two Periods of the Greek Philofophy, viz. that of the 
Sects; and the firft Part of it is taken up with an Ac- 
count of the feven celebrated Sages, Thales, Pitiacus, 
Bias, Solon, Cleobule, Myfon, and Chilon; the Fore- 
runners of all thofe great Philofophers, which were af- 
terwards both the Admiration and Ornaments of 
Greece. Our Author has taken fome Pains to inform 
us of the Occafion of appropriating to them only this 
illuftrious Title, and of the Ideas the Ancients had of 
Wifdom and Folly, and then draws up the refpeétive 
Elogies of the Perfons now mentioned, to whom 
they attributed the former of thefe Qualities in fo 
eminent a Degree. The Chapter clofes with fome 
Reflections, which will enable us to form a juit Efti- 
mate of their Doétrines, and a true Notion of their 
stile, and their Manner of teaching. 

In the tenth and laft Chapter of this Volume our 
Anthor has given us the Memoirs and Charaéters of 
three other Wife Men, who are generally rank’d after 
the above-mentioned, viz. Anacharfis the Scythian, 

Aa Epime- 
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Epimenides of Crete, and Pbherecides. He here 
paffes a Judgment upon feveral Letters which have 
been publifhed to the World under the Names of 
thefe Philofophers, and pronounces them altogether 
{purious. Pherecides was a Perfon of very great A- 
bilities, and a moft indefatigable Student. It redounds 
vaftly to his Honour, that he was the firft who intro- 
duced the Belief of the Soul’s Immortality into 
Greece: We have here a Detail of the Opinions en- 
tertained by the Grecks, the Romans, and the Eg ypti- 
ans concerning it. ‘Towards the Clofe of the Chap- 
ter we have fome very curtous Refleétions on the In- 
certitude of the Ancients with refpect to this weighty 
and momentous Point. Our Author then lays down 
four Propofitions, which muft neceflarily be premifed 
to the Proof of it: thefe, he fays, were never per- 
feétly explained till De/cartes fet forth his Meditati- 
ons; and they have, fince that Time, been further 
illuftrated by feveral of his Difciples. Before that 
Philofopher reflected an unparallel’d Light upon this 
ab{trufe Subject, even thofe who had recourfe to Re 
velation had no juft Conception of the Diftindtion 
between an extended anda thinking Subftance: for 
want of which they were eafily liable to great Errors 
and Deceptions. ‘The Ecclefiaftical Writers of the 
fourth Century are reprefented by St. Zevom as enter 
taining a Variety of falfe and abfurd Ideas of the Soul’s 
Spirituality. He fpeaks of them in a Letter which 
he wrote about the Year 411, and therein he ment 
ons a Tenet which was efpoufed by a great Part of the 
Wefiern Church, and which was in vogue till the 
Time of the Lateran Council: This was that of the 
‘Traduction of Souls; the Defenders of which pre- 
tended thereby to account for original Sin, and an- 
fwer the ObjeGiion of thofe, who demanded how 4 
Spirit, created of Ged pure and immaculate, in of 
der to animate a Body, could immediately, upon 1ts 
ConjunGion with Fleth, become criminal. With 
the Difficulties about the Origin of the Soul, owing 
to an Ignorance of its Nature, others, our = 
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fiys, were connected about the Manner of its acting. 
He has given us the Sentiments of P/ato with regard 
to this Queftion, and has pointed out their Fouble: 
He then brings into View an oppofite Hypothetis ; 
and at the Conclufion of all fhews us the Perplexities 
with which that alfo 1s embaraffed : ** Either God is 
“ che Caufe of human Actions, in which Cafe there 
* can be no fuch thing as Liberty; or the future Vo- 
“ Jitions of a Will not under an immediate divine In- 
« fluence cannot poflibly be foreknown ; and in this 
« Cafe Man is a free Agent, but the divine Prefcience 
“is dettroyed.” Reafon is at a Now plus on both 
Sides, and encounters ‘Thorns and Briars that are un- 
furmountable, till Faith comes to its Affiftance; and 
then, as he will have ir, all Oppofition gives place, 
and it obtains an caly and compleat Victory. 





ARTICLE XXXVI. 


Some farther Quertes relating to the controverfy 
between Dr. Pemberton and Philalethes Can- 
tabrigienfis. 


By a Friend to Truth and Plain-dealing. 


Query Ve the fecond and fourth fuppo- 


fitions in the interpretation of Sir 
Vaac Newton's Lemma given by Philalethes Cantabri- 
gieafis, in the Republick of Letters for November 1735, 
fag. 371, were not exprefled in the following words? 
2. During fome finite time, that either happens to be 
dtermined in any particular cafe, or elfe may be propofed 
and afjumed at pleasure, 
4. Before the end of THAT finite time. 


Query 2. Whether thefe two fuppoficions, in the 
fxample brought by Philalethes, Ibid. pag. 372, to il- 
lutrate his interpretation, were not exprefled as fol- 
lows? haz 2. Du- 
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2. During an Hour, 

4. Before the end of run Hour. 

Query 3. Whether it be not plain, that the time 
intended by Pdhilaletbes in the fourth fuppofition, is 
the very fame with the time intended in the fecond 
fuppofition ? 

Query 4. Whether the words, (but not in a finite time, 
as it ought to do by the fourth fuppofition.) Ibid pag.37¢. 
jin. 24. have not manifeftly the fame meaning, as if ic 
had been faid, but not ina finite time, that either hap- 
pens to be determined in any particular cafe, or elfe may 
be propofed and affumed at pleafure ? 

Query 5. Whether there be any fal/e propofition 
contained in the following words of Philalethes? Ia 
gree it wll do fo; but not in a finite time, as it ought to 
do by the fourth fuppofition. 

Query 6. What was Dr. Pemberton’s inducement 
to quote the paflage thus? JZ agree it will do fo; but 
not in a finite time. 

Query 7. Was it not his defign to impute a falé 
propofition to Philalethes, in order atterwards to cen/ure 
him for it? 

Query 8. Is it not an eafy matter to find falfe pro 
pofitions in Euclid, by the fame method as the Dofw 
has here taken with Philalethes ? 

Query 9. How came he to think the words, as it 
ought to do by the fourth fuppofition, to be no part if 
Philalethes’s propofition ? 

Query 10. How was it poffible for fo judicious 4 
perfon as Dr. Pemberton to imagine, that in thole 
words, as it ought to do by the fourth fuppofition, 1s any 


application of the propofition to the point there difcufftd, | 


more than in the words that went before? 

Query 11. If Dr. Penzberton did really look upon the 
avord some as being properly Philalethes’s tranflation of 
quovis, how came he to give himfelf the trouble 
anfwering fo great a Dunce? 

Query 12. If he looked upon the other words as fal- 
joined by way of interpretation to the word soME, = 
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was his defign in leaving out thofe other words, and 
uoting the word some naked and alone? 

Query 13. Is not the reafon given by Dr. Pewder- 
jon tor leaving out thofe other words, viz. that be 
Jooked upon then as [ubjoined by way of interpretation, is 
not this, I fay, the very realon, why he ought to 
have put them in? 

Query 14. When may we hope for the true /en/2 
of the expreffion, tempore quovis finite, which Philale- 
thes {o widely miftakes ? 

Query rf. Willit not be convenient to leave out 
the word rLLIus, whenever Dr. Pemberton fhall be 
pleafed to explain Sir //aac Newton's Lemma ? 


Whereas in advertifing the Hiltory of the Works of 
the Learned for the Month of September, iz the pub- 
lick News-papers, we put the name of Philatethes Can- 
tabrigienfis 0 certain Queries, we now declare it was 
done by miflake, and not by any direction from that Gentle- 


Wain. 





ARTICLE XXXVI. 
I Have now before me a Work, lately printed at 


Dublin, > which is an Anfwer to Dr. Tinpav’s 
Chriftianity as old as the Creation. tis divided into 
two Parts. Inthe farft, Dr. Zizdal’s Account of the 
Law of Nature is confidered, and his Scheme is 
fhewn to be inconfiftent with Reafon and with itfelf 
and deftructive of the [nterefts of Virtue, and the 
Good of Mankind. In the fecond, the Authority 
and Ulefulnefs of the Revelation contained in the fa- 
cred Writings of the Old and New Tettaments is af- 
ferted and vindicated, againft the Objections and Mif- 
reprefenrations of that Writer. ‘The Author is Mr. 
Joba Leland, a Clergyman in the above-mentioned 

Aa 3 City. 
t In two Volumes Ofavo: the firft containing 438, the feconc 
$84 Pages: Sold by Mr. Hett, at the Bid/e in the Pox/ery. 
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City. Throughout the whole Treatife we fee evident 
Signatures of confiderable Learning, found Judgment 
and a fingular Piety: and indeed, as I am well aflured 
by one who long intimately knew him, thefe are, in 
an eminent Degree, the Qualities of that Reverend 
and truly excelient Perfon to whom we owe it. He 
is, if | miftake not, a Native of the Wefl Part of 
England, from whencc he was carried very young to the 
Country where he now refides. His Parents were of 
no great Station in this Life, but of good Repute, 
eiteemed for their Simplicity of Heart, and Sanéit 
of Behaviour; and were far better pleas’d with the 
Hopes of a Treafure in Heaven, than defirous of the 
Emoluments of this inconftant, perifhing World, 
This Son was their Glory and their Joy, and the Ad- 
miration of all that were acquainted with him in his 
Childhood and Youth. He difcovered a mott ferious 
Prame of Mind, a great Capacity for Learning, a 
roatt eager Thirit after Knowledge, and was indefati- 
gable in the Purluit of ir. His Application was fo 
intenfe, that it needed not the Retirement of a Stu- 
dy, his Meditations could not be diiturb’d, nor his 
Thoughts interrupted by the Converfation of thofe 
about him, or by thofe domeftick Occurrences which 
would have confus’d the Ideas, and marr’d the Su- 
dies of moft others. He was fo far from having the 
leatt Inclination to the Amufements ufually relifhed 
by thole of his Years, that it was with great Difficul- 
ty he was ever prevailed on to admit of fuch Dhver- 
fions, as were judg’d abfolutely neceffary for the pre- 
venting the Ruin of his Conftitution by a too ftudi- 
ous and fedentary Courfe of Life. One may eafily 
imagine to what a Height of Science thefe Talents, 
and {o indefatigable anEmployment of them, would raile 
him; and accordingly, tho’ his extraordinary Capa 
city had not the noble Aids of either of our Univer- 
fities, the Nurture of Oxford or Cambridge, his Pro- 
ficiency in Letters was furprifing; his Gemus and 
Induitry fupplied the Wanit of thofe happy Oppot 
tunities, and elevated him to a Pitch of ar 
‘ that 
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that others do not ordinarily arrive to with all the Af- 
fittances he wanted: One of the many excellent Fruits 
of which is the Performance I am now to give an 
Account of. | 
The firft Part of it confifts of rr Chapters, befides 
an Introduétion and Appendix. In the Introduétion 
our Author has made fome very juft Remarks on the 
Spirit and Defign of Dr. Ziudal, and on the Way of 
reafoning ufed by him and others of our modern De- 
ifts. I cannot enter into the Particulars; but I fhall 
here infert what he fays at the Clofe of them, with 
refpect to the Advantages which he thinks may accrue 
to our holy Religion by thefe Gentlemens Attacks of 
it. 
© One Effe& of them he hopes will be, to put 
* profeffed Chriftians upon more ferioufly confidering 
© and weighing the Nature and Excellency of it, and 
* the folid and glorious Evidences whereby it ftands 
* confirm’d; the Confequence of which muttbe, that 
it will be both better underttood, and move firmly 
© believ’d; and thofe who profefs it will have their 
© Faith fix’d on a more folid Foundation than mere 
‘ Education, Cuftom, and fuch other Grounds, 
which will equally ferve a falfe Religion as the 
true. 
¢ Another Ufe of thefe Attempts againft Chrifti- 
anity fhou’d be to make Chriftians, efpecially Dis 
vines, extremely circum{pect; when they find that 
there is a watchful Enemy ready to take advantage 
of every rath unguarded Exprefflion or Conceflion, 
and turn it to the Prejudice of their Faith, and the 
Difhonour of their bleffed Saviour. Any one that is 
acquainted with the Writings of our modern Deifts 
knows, that a great Part of the Strength of their 
Books confitts in Citations drawn from the Wri- 
tings of Chriftian Divines; tho’ it muft be own’d 
that there is often a great deal of Art us’d to milre« 
© prefent and pervert their Meaning. 
‘ They fhou’d alfo engage us to put a higher Vae 
© lue on the Chriftian Religion, confider’d in its pris 
Aa 4 « milivg 
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mitive Purity as laia down in the Gofpel, when we 
fee that the moft plaufible Objections urg’d by Dr, 
Tindal and other Infidels, are drawn from the Ad- 
ditions that have been made to it, and the Corryp. 
tions that have been introduc’d in the latter Ages; 
and that they are able to fay very little againft Chri- 
ftianity itfelf as deliver’d by Chrift and his Apoftles, 
though we may be fure they have wanted no Incli- 
nation to do fo. 

© Finally, when we confider what Advantages the 
Enemies of Chrittianity take from the Corruption 
of the Morals of its Proteffors, as well as trom their 
Difputes and Contentions, and efpecially that Spirit 
of Bitternefs that has too often carried them to re- 
vile and perfecute one another; this ought to en- 
gage all thofe that have the Interefts of it at heart, 
to ftudy to adorn it by a holy exemplary Converfa- 
tion, and to lay afide their Difputes and Animofi- 
ties about leffer Matters, or at leaft to manage them 
without Bitternefs, that they may not bring Dif- 
grace on the moit excellent, and the moft kind and 
benevolent Inftitution in the World. 

© Thus we ought to learn even from our Enemies, 
and turn their malicious Attempts to our own Ad- 
vantage; and then it is to be hop’d that the [flue of 
them will only be the ftrengthening and promoting 
the Interefts of that Religion they are defigned to 
© fubvert.’ 

In the firft Chapter our Author takes a general Sure 
wey of Dr. Tindal’s Scheme, and examines the various 
Senfes in which he [peaks of the Law of Nature. The 
Defign of that Writer, he fays, evidently is to prove, 
© That the Pretence or Belief of external Revelation 
© has been the unhappy Source of all that Superftiti- 
© on, which has produc’d luch infinite Mifchief in 
© the World; and particularly that the Revelation 
€ {uppos’d to be contain’d in the Scriptures, naturally 
© tends to draw Men off from the Purity and Simpli- 
€ city of the original Law of Nature, and to adulte- 
© rate it with debafing Mixtures: that noi 
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¢ beft thing thar can be done for the Happinefs of 
¢ Mankind, 1s to engage them to throw off all Reve- 
¢ Jation at once, and particularly to lay afide the Au- 
¢ thority of the Scriptures, as Books which natusal- 
¢ Jy tend to miflead us, and inttead thereof to adhere 
¢ro the fimple Didtates of Nature: the Law of 
¢ which is fo perfect, that nothing can poflibly be ad- 
¢ ded to it by any fublequent Revelation; and at the 
¢ {ame time fo clear, that it cannot be made clearer by 
¢ any external Revelation than it is to all Men with- 
© out it.’ 

* This fuppofed Perfection and Perfpicuity are the 
two main Pillars, as our Author fays, of Dr. Tindal’s 
Scheme; and if either of them fail him, the whole of 
it falls to the Ground. All he offers for the Support 
of them is here fairly confidered; the Sophiftry and 
Fallacy of his Reprefentations and Arguments on 
thefe Heads are plainly detected; and the Neceflity 
and Benefit of a Revelation 1s thewn to be very con- 
fiftent with the higheft Ideas that can be framed of 
the Law of Nature. 

It is faid in the Title of this Work, that Dr. Zine 
dal’s Scheme is inconfiftent with itfelf, and accord- 
ingly our Author evinces it to be fo in the latter Pare 
of this Chapter: here follows the Sum of what he 
offers for that Purpofe. * The only univerfal or ftand- 
‘ing Law which that Writer fuppofes to be given 
to all Mankind for the Regulation of their Condué& 
is this, That they muft act as the Circumftances 
they are in require. And fince he alfo tells us, That 
there is a great Variety of Circumflances; and that 
thofe ave continually changing, as well as for the moft 
part unforefeen; and again, That there are numberle/s 
Circumftances which attend us, and which perpetually 
varying, may make the fame A€itons, according as 
Men ave differently affetted by them, good or bad: 1 
don’t fee how he can fuppofe there are any moral 
Rules or Precepts at all of unchangeable Obligati- 
on; for he afferts that all fuch Kules have fuch a 
multitude of Exceptions, that they are of little Ufe 
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when applied to particular Cafes. Now this feems 
no way reconcileable with the Account he at other 
times gives of the Law of Nature, as a Syftem of 
Principles and moral Precepts which are fix’d and 
unalterable, and were fo from the Beginning, to 
which nothing could ever be added, and in which 
nothing could eve: ve altered, and which is known 
to all Mankind, and of which any ftanding Reve- 
lation can only be aTranfcript. But here he feems 
to deftroy this Scheme; the only ftanding Rule he 
fuppofes, is not a Syftem of Principles or moral Pre- 
cepts, but only this general Rule, That we mutt 
a€t as the Circumftances we are in point to be our 
Duty. And into this general Standing Law, as he 
terms it, he feems to rcfolve the whole Law of 
Nature, that Law which he fuppofes to be abfo- 
lutely perfect and immutable. So that, properly 
fpeaking, when he talks of the Immutability of the 
Law of Nature, he only means that this Rule or 
Law is immutable, (and nothing elfe.) That we 
muft aét according to the Circumftances we are in. 
And as he fuppofes thefe Circumftances to be very 
various, and continually changing, as well as for 
the moft part unforefeen; fo he muft alfo fuppofe 
that our Duties are continually varying, and that 
there are no fixed unchangeable Rules of Morality 
at all.’ 

Our Author clofes this Chapter with a brief and 
general Delineation of the Law of Nature after his 
own Ideas of it, and manifefts the Harmony and Ac- 
cord there is between it and the Scripture Revela- 
tion. 

The fecond Chapter confifis of Reflections on the 
vaft Extent Dr. Tindal afigns to the Law of Nature, 
as taking in every thing founded on the Reafon and Na- 
ture of things. Here our Author very juttly finds fault 
with that Writer for often exprefling himfelf, as if he 
thought the Reafon and Nature of Things was a Law 
to God in the fame Senfe, and in the fame Refpects, 
as itis to Creatures. He is not fatisfied of the Pro- 
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piicty of that Phrafe, the eternal Reafon of things, 
which is in {uch mighty Vogue with our modern In- 
fidels, fince the things themltelves and their Natures, 
and confequently their mutual Relations and Refpeéts 
did not exift from Eternity. The only thing, as he 
apprehends, that can be meant by the eternal Reafon 
of Things, and by its being a Rule to God, is this, 
¢ That the infinite Mind of God eternally compre- 
¢ hends all the Ideas of juft and good, of regular and 
¢ beautiful, in all the poflible Conneétions and Com- 
¢ binations of Things; and that in all his Adtions he 
¢ proceeds according to the moft fair and perfeé&t Con- 
‘ ceptions of his own Intellect.’ 

In the following Paragraphs of this Chapter, our 
Author fhews how illy the vaft Extent Dr. Tindal 
a(cribes to the Law of Nature agrees with an effential 
Part of his Scheme, vz. Its being immediately ob- 
vious to every Man’s Comprchenfion. The Law of 
Nature, or the Reafon of Things, which are with 
him fynonymous, do, according to his Account of 
them, fignify © the Natures of the Things them- 
‘ felves, and the various Relations and Refpedts they 
© bear to one another, with the Fitneffes arifing from 
‘them.’ If fo, fays our Author, then * the Reafon 
‘ of Things is wide and extenfive as the whole Com- 
¢ pafs of univerfal Nature; it takes in the incompre- 
“henfible Nature of God himfelf, and the Natures 
‘and various Relations and Refpeéts of all Beings 
© whatfoever, both to the Deity and to one another.’ 
And will this Author, as he goes on, in good earneft 
undertake to fhew, * That Man, every Man of the 
© meaneft Capacity, even tho’ he can’t read in his 
‘ Mother-Tongue, comprehends the whole Extent 
‘ of Things, the Nature of God himfelf, and of all 
* other Beings as well as his own, and all the poffible 
* Relpeéts of Things, with all the Fitneffes arifing 
© from them in every Circumftance?’ — And farther 
on, after fully expofing Dr. Zizdal’s Weaknefs as to 
this Point, he fays, ‘ And now I think it appears, 
* that all thisGentleman’s magnificentTalk about the 
© abfolute 
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abfolute Perfection of the Law of Nature is of lit- 
tle Advantage to his main Defign, which is to prove 
that there can be no Place nor Ufe for an external 
Revelation ; fince the Law of Nature taken in his 
vaft Exteat, is perfectly knowable only to God 
himfelf. Nor can he ever make this Part of his 
Scheme anfwer his Deiign, except he demontftrates 
our Underftandings to be of equal Extent with in- 
finite Wifdom, and we have an equal Comprchen- 
© fion with God himfelf of all the Natures of Things 
€ throughout the Univertle.’ 

I quote thefe Paflages of our Author to acquaint 
the Reader with his Manner of reafoning and wri- 
ting; and having done fo, I fhall, to keep this Arti- 
cle within due Bounds, do little more with regard to 
the enfuing Chapters, than barely recite the ‘Titles of 
them. 

In the third Chapter it is fhewn, that the Law gi- 
ven to Mankind at the Beginning was not fo abfolute- 
ly perfeé& as to forbid, or not admit of any fubfequent. 
Revelation. In the fourth it is clearly evine’d, that 
befides the moral Precepts of the original Law of Na- 
ture, obligatory on all Mankind from the Beginning, 
God may fee fit, for wife Reafons, to appoint poti- 
tive Precepts, and that thefe may anfwer very valuable 
Ends: And here an Occafion is taken to vindicate the 
pofitive Precepts of the Jewifh and Chriftian Religi- 
on. The fifth Chapter is an Illuftration and Enforce- 
mentof thethird. It demonftrates, that the Law of 
Nature is not fo clear to all Mankind, as to render an 
external Revelation ufelefs; and that even with re- 
{pect to thofe Principles and Duties of the Law of 
Nature, which, abfolutely fpeaking, are difcoverable 
by haman Reafon, a Revelation may be of great Ufe, 
to give a clearer and more certain Knowledge of them 
than the Bulk of Mankind would have without it. 
In the fixth it ts made to appear with fufficient Evi- 
dence, that there are fome things of great Importance 
for us to know, particularly relating to the Methods 
of our Reconciliation with God when we have oF 
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fended him, and the Reward to be conferr’d on im- 
perfeét Obedience, which cannot be certainly knowa 
by the mere Light of Nature without Revelation. 
In the feventh, eighth and ninth Chapters it is pros 
ved, that Dr. Zindal’s Scheme of Natural Religion is 
very defective, and that he gives a wrong Account of 
fome of the main Principles and Duties of the Law 
of Nature. That he deprives this likewife of its 
higheft Sanctions; and that what he advances tends 
ro take off the Impreffions of the Fear of God, and 
to harden Men in their Vices. And that his Scheme 
is not fitted to anfwer the Advantages he propofes by 
it, of delivering Mankind from Superttition and 
Prieftcraft; but that a ftriét Adherence to the Chri- 
{tian Revelation would havea more powerful Influence 
this way. ‘The tenth Chapter is an Enquiry into thofe 
Paffages of the Doctor’s Book, wherein he pretends 
to defcribe the Religion of a Deift, and to draw a 
Parallel between that and Chriftianity; with fome 
further Proofs that his Scheme is inconfiftent with it- 
felf, and prejudicial to the Interefts of Virtue, and to 
the Good of Mankind. In the eleventh Chapter, 
which is the laft of the firft Part of this Work, the 
Doétor’s Pretence of introducing a new and glorious 
Face of things is examined. His Doétrine of Since- 
rity (as he manages it) is manifefted to be of fmall 
Comfort or Advantage, leaving little room for any 
Man, the Deifts not excepted, to hope for the divine’ 
Favour and Acceptance. His Propofal for an univer- 
fal Indifferency to all Religion, as the only Remedy 
againft Perfecution; and the Charge of Perfecution 
he advances againft the Advocates for Revelation are 
turn’d upon himfelf. The Conclufion is a brief Re- 
prefentation of the pernicious Tendency and mani- 
told Inconfiftencies of his Doctrine. ‘The Appendix 
to this Part determines, Whether and how far we are 
oblig’d by the Laws of Nature to believe things a- 
bove Reafon? 
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Our Author’s Difcuffion of this Queftion deferves 
to be taken notice of. In treating thereot he enquires, 
Firff, Whether there are Things above our Under- 
ftanding ? And, Secondly, Whether there are Propo- 
fitions relating to {uch Things which we are obliged 
by the Religion or Law of Nature to belicve ? ‘That 
there are Things, certain in themfelves, which tran- 
fcend our prefent Comprehenfion, is, as he fays, evi- 
dent ; and this he proves by a Chain of clear, ner- 
vous, and undeniable Reafoning; and he {ets torth in 
very lively and proper Expreffions the Vanity of Dr. 
Tindal, who all along talks as if the Cafe were quite 
otherwife, and there was nothing in the whole Com- 
pafs of Nature or Providence, of which he was not 
able to frame adequate Conceptions: ‘*I cannot, fays 
“ he, imagine to my(elf a more ridiculous Sight, than 
“4 poor forry Creature who is puzzled with every 
“© thing about him, who knows not how his own 
“© Body and Soul are united, or how he himfelf moves, 
€¢ and fees, and feels, or the manner in which his own 
“© Memory, Imagination, €'c. operate 3 yet pretend- 
“ing to fo vaft a Comprchenfion, as to be a proper 
“¢ Judge in all Cafes of the Nature and Ways of God 
“¢ himfelf, and the Grounds of the divine Proceedings; 
‘fo that he will not allow any thing to be juft or 
“ wife, except he can clearly difcern it to be fo, or 
“* that there can be a Reafon for any thing, if he does 
“not perceive it.” This, as he fays, is a fort of Con- 
duc towards the moft wife and righteous Governor 
of the World abfolutely difagreeable to the Law of 
Nature itfelf. 

And now as to the fecond Enquiry, viz. Whether 
we are under any Obligation to believe any Propofi- 
tions concerning Things that tranicend our Appre- 
henfion? He fays, it may eafily be fhewn, that we are 
in fome Cafes as much bound to believe Propofitions 
concerning Things of this kind, as concerning any 
Things whatfoever; and that in fuch Cafes not to be- 
lieve them, merely becaufe of the Difficulties attend- 
ing them, which we are not able to account for, is 
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contrary to the Law of Nature, Dr. Zindal himfelf 
being Judge; for the Law of Nature is, in his Ac- 
count, * the Belief of the Exiffence of a God, and the 
¢ Senfe and Prattice of thofe Duties which refult from 
‘ the Knowledge we by our Reafon have of God and his 
‘ Perfettions , and of ourfelves and our own Imperfe- 
‘ ious” Now, as our Author argues, :f the Religion 
of Nature includes the Belief of the Exiftence of God, 
and of his Perfeétions, then it includes the Belief of 
Things above our Reafon. This he illuftrates and 
confirms by fome particular Inftances. 

Thus, it is an Article of natural Religion, and 
which we are bound to believe, that God 1s eternal ; 
yet when we fet ourfelves to conceive Eternity, we 
are foon confounded; and, whatever Hypothetis we 
chufe, meet with inexplicable Difficulties. And the 
fame may be faid with refpect to the Omnipotence, 
the Immenfity, and Prefcience of the Deity. And 
with regard to the Methods of divine Providence, we 
are under the like Dilemma’s. It is certain in Fa@, 
that God permits Sin and Mifery. Nay, Dr. Zindal 
believes that God made human Nature with an origi- 
nal Foible or Weaknefs, that renders them liable to 
be practifed on, and in all Ages expofes them an eafy 
Prey to Impoftors. It is alfo obvious, that tho’ he be 
the common Parent of all Men, yet he remarkably 
diftinguifhes fome from others,and affords them much 
greater Advantages for their Improvement in Know- 
ledge and Virtue,and confequently in Happinefs. Now, 
mott certainly, the Ends and Reafons of thefe Difpen- 
fations we are unable to account for, and therefore 
they may be juftly faid to be Things above our Com- 
prehenfion : Yet there are Propofitions relating to 
thefe Things that we are bound to believe; as for [n- 
flance, That God’s permitting Sin and Mifery, and his 
giving fome of the human Race much greater Ad- 
vantages for Virtueand Happine!s than others, are moft 
wife, juft, and reafonable. ‘This is a Duty the Law 
of Nature indifpenfably requires in fuch fhort-fighted 
amperfeét Creatures as we are, towards the ae 
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and infinitely perfeét Being. —— This is an Abftra@ 
of what our Author has offered at large upon this 
Query. He pays a candid Regard to whatever the 
Doétor has faid on the oppofite fide of the Queftion; 
and having with great Energy deliver’d his own Opi- 
nions, he thuts up this Part of his Difcourfe with an 
impartial Confutation of his Advertary’s. 

I fhall now lay before the Reader a Summary of 
the Second Part or Volume of this excellent Perfor. 
mance. It is divided into 16 Chapters. In the Firft, 
Sccond, and Third, we have feveral Confiderations 
concerning Revelation in general, with a View of 
thofe Proots and Evidences which we may reafonably 
expect to attend it. Dr. Zizdal’s Objections upon this 
Head are reduc’d into fome Order, and diftinGly re- 
ply’d to. It is fhewn, in Oppofition to them, that 
Reafon and Revelation are not inconfiftent with, or 
dettructive of one another; that we have the higheft 
Affurance we can properly defire, that the Witneffes 
and firft Publifhers of the Facts recorded in the Old 
and New ‘Teftaments were neither impofed on them- 
felves with regard to them, nor had a Defign to de- 
ceive others; nor indeed, as Things were circumftane 
ced, had it in their Power to do fo. That Miracles 
are very far from being uncertain or needlefs Attefta- 
tions of a Revelation. That there are certain Chae 
racterifticks whereby true Miracles may be diftin- 
guifh’d from thofe pretended to be wrought by Im- 
poftors, or the Agency of evil Spirits; and that thofe 
Characters are obvious in the Miracles wrought in fae 
vour of the Mofaic and Chriftian Difpenfations. 

In the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Chapters, our Au- 
thor makes it appear, that we have all the Evidence 
that can reafonably be required, to affure us, that the 
Revelation contain’d in the holy Scriptures, with the 
main Facts and Atteftations by which it was original- 
jy confirm’d and eftablifh’d, is tranfmitted to us with 
fuch a degree of Purity and Authenticity as may fafe- 
ly be depended on. This isin the firft place particue 
larly eyine’d with regard to the Zew?/) Infticution. 
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The Authoritv and Integrity of the facred Records 
of the New Tettament are afterwards afferted and 
vindicated againft all Dr. Tindal’s Exceptions ; and 
we ave convinced that they are the genuine Tran- 
(cripts of the original Writings which we now pof- 
fefs, and that they carry in them the ftrongett inter- 
nil Evidences of a divine Communication; and the 
Truth of the Faéts therein related is demonftrated 
from the fpeedy and general Propagation of the Do- 
érines thereof at their firft Promulgation. 

The Seventh Chapter is an Examination ot Dr. 
Tindal’s Objections againft Scripture, drawn from the 
intrinfick Nature of the Revelation therein contain’d, 
and the Manner of its Communication. And here his 
Attempt to prove that it is ambiguous and ob{cure ; 
his general Argument from the Ambiguity and Un- 
certainty of Words, to fhew that we are not to be 
povern’d by Words, but Things; and what he offers 
concerning the Scriptures having been indited in 
dead Languages, and the Tranflations not being to 
be depended on, are fairly confidered and refuted ; 
and it is evine’d, that many of his Cavils are fuch, as 
would appear intolerable if they were levell’d againft 
any human Compofition. | 

The Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, and Eleventh Chap- 
ters, more clpecially relate to the Stile of Scripture, 
and the infpired Writers Manner of expreffing them- 
felves. It isfhewn, that many of the Difficulties which 
Dr. Zindal pretends to be peculiar to Scripture, are 
common to all Writings; and that others of themare 
‘ fuch, as every Reader may overcome, who carefully 
compares the Scripture with itfelf. His Argument 
againtt the Perfpicuity of Scripture, from the Parables 
and proverbial Phrafes of our bleffed Saviour, is over- 
thrown; and it is made out, that feveral of thofe Paf- 
fees which he cenfures as dark, and apt to miflead, 
tre fo noble and excellent, that a Critick of any Can- 
dor would have pronounc’d them worthy of Admira- 
tion. His Objections againft the Precepts of the Gof- 
pel, drawn from their being deliver’d in a loofe, ges 
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neral,and undetermin’d manner, are carefully weigh’d, 
and found hight and trifling 5 and the Rules he him- 
felf propofes for the Direction of the Vulgar, are ma- 
nifctted to be far more gencral and indeterminate. His 
Argument againft the Plainnefs of Scripture, from the 
Divifions there are among Chriftians about the Senfe 
of it, is invalidated; and his Pretence that this would 
infer the Neceflity of an infallible Guide, is fubverted. 
The Pafflages of holy Writ, which in his Account 
tend to lead the Vulgar into wrong Apprehenfions of 
the Deity, are maturely confider’d 5 and it is demon- 
flrated, that the Scripture itfelf fufficiently fecures 
every honeft and attentive Reader from wrong No- 
tions of the Almighty; and that there is not the leaft 
neceflity for putting a Conftraint and Force upon it 
to render it agreeable to Reafon. 

In the Twelfth Chapter thofe Inftances are fairly 
fcrutiniz’d, whereby Dr. Zindal pretends to prove, 
that there are Things either commanded or approv’d 
of in the Scripture, which tend to enervate the Force 
of the Precepts of the Second Table. In the Thir- 
teenth, his Endeavours to fhew a Contraft between 
the Spirit of the Old and the New Teftament, are 
fully obviated. In the Fourteenth, the Mo/aick Ac- 
count of Man’s original Dignity, and the Fall, are 
vindicated againft his Exceptions. In the Fifteenth, 
the mediatorial Scheme exhibited in the Gofpel, 1s 
finely repretented and juftified. And in the Sixteenth, 
and Jaft of the whole Performance, the Objections 
againft the Chriftian Revelation, drawn from its not 
having been equally given to all Mankind, and at all 
‘Times; and from the flagrant Corruptions of Chri 
Atians, are fatisfactorily anfwer’d. 
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ARTICLE XXXIX. 


fn Hiftorico- Geographical Defcription of the 


North and Eaftern Parts of Europe and Afia ; 
but more particularly of Rufha, Siberia, and 
Great Tartary, doth in their ancient and mo- 
dern State ; together with an entire new Poly- 
glot-Table of the Dialects of 32 Tartarian 
Nations, and a Vocabulary of the Kalmuck- 
Mungalian Tongue: As alfo a large and accu- 
rate Map of thofe Countries; and Variety of 
Cuts, reprefenting Afiatick-Scythian <Antigui- 
ties. Written originally in High German dy 
Mr. Philip John von Strahlenberg, @ Swedith 
Officer, thirteen Years Captive in thofe Parts. 
Now faithfully tranflated into Englith. Lon- 
don: Printed for W.Innys and R. Manby, at 
the Weft-End of St. Paul's. 1738. Quarto. 
Pag. 463, befides Cuts, a Preface, &c. 


5 Bs Work is very proper to gratify thofe, 


whofe Curiofity leads them to enquire either 


into the early or modern State of the Countries it 
treats of, concerning which we had few authentuck 
Accounts publifhed; and none has appeared before 
this in our Language, from whence we could receive 

‘any tolerable Information as to feveral of the moft 
itertaining Particulars that our Author has related. 
To Geographers, Linguifts, and Antiquarians, it muft 
be efpecially welcome as it fettles the true Situation 
of Countries and Cities, which have heretofore been 
gtatly miftaken and mifreprefented ; as it leads tothe 
Knowledge of {uch a Diverfity of ftrange Languages, 
ind the Etymology of an Infinity of Names of Per- 
ons and Places, and as it exhibits a great Variety of 
Antiquities, not merely amufing, but of Ule allo for 
llutrating the old Scythian Hittory. 
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A confiderable Part of this Volume goes under the 
Name of an Introduction; the farft Section of which 
confifls of a great many mifcellaneous Hints, rela- 
ting to the Nature of this Undertaking, the Manner 
in which it is executed, to the Names, Situation and 
Diftances of remarkable Places; with many other 
Points, the Recital whereof would be tedicus. 

In the fecond Seétion our Author diftinguifhes the 
Northern and Eaffern Parts of Europe and Afia into 
two principal Parts. He determines the Boundaries 
of the Ruffian Empire. Fixes the Longitude and 
Latitude thereof. Gives a Charaéter of fome who 
have wrote of it. Sets forth the Motives that enga- 
ged him to make a Defcription of it a Part of his 
Work, contrary to his original Intention. Animad- 
verts on fome Articles in Hubuner’s Staat’s and Zei- 
tung’s Lexicon. Acquaints us with the Impediments he 
met with in compiling his Account of Rzfia. In- 
forms us what thoie Manufcripts were which the late 
Czar fent to the Academy of Sciences at Paris; and 
what that. Monarch faid to M. de L’//le of a Whitl- 
pocl in the Ca/pian Sea. 

In the third Seétion he firft defcribes the leffer and 
greater Zariary. Tartary, he fays, including the Eve 
yopean and Ajfiatick Sides, is diftinguifhed into fix 
Parts; and is in Length about 900 German Miles, 
ftretching from the Mouths of the Rivers Duiefler, 
Bugg and Disicper, on the Weft Side, to the Empire 
of China, on the Hat: But if we continue to go on 
beyond China, farther towards the Eaft, through the 
Eaftern Zartary, to the Sea of Japan, all Zartary 
muft then, he fays, be computed to be near 1100 
German Miles in Length. The Breadth, from the 
yoth, and fometimes s2d Degree of Latitude to the 

Black and Cafpian Sea, and likewife to Perfia and In- 
dia, is, in fome Places, no more than 100, 200 of 
300 of the faid Miles. He afterwards entertains 
us throughout the Remainder of the Seétion with a 
great Variety of [ntimations relating to the Extradti- 
on and Migration of the Sgthian and Zartarian Nw 
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tions, which it is hardly poflible to give the Reader 
on Idea of, otherwiie than by tranfcribing them. Here 
are fome protound Remarks on the Names Gog and 
Magog, which perhaps may prove of Service to fu- 
ture Commentators on Ezekiel or the Revelations. 
The fourth Seétion is almoft wholly employed in 
giving an Account of the Languages of thefe People. 
As they are quite feparated from all other Nations, 
and live in the greateft Simplicity, they cannot, as 
our Author obferves, have a fourth Part of the Words 
which are in the European Tongues; for being igno- 
rant of fo many thoufands of Inventions, Fafhions, 
Inftruments, Cuftoms, €?c. they can have no Names 
for them; nor have they indeed for fcarce any thing 
but what Nature produces among them. We may 
therefore, as he fays, very well fuppofe, that rhe 
Languages, Manners, and Cuftoms, which thefe Bar 
larians have had from Times immemorial, are not fo 





liable to change as thofe in our more civilized Coun- 


tries. 

By his Refearches into thefe Languages he thinks 
he has difcovered that the Zurki/h has a greater Afhi- 
nity with the German, Gothick, Celtick, and Britifh; 
and that there are on both Sides, efpecially if we take 
the old Zurkifh or Lartarian Language, many hundred 
Words, which belong neither to Mechanicks nor Me- 
tallicks, not only Nouns but Verbs allo that agree tom 
gether, and come from the fame Root: It is there- 
fore, he fays, no improbable Affertion, that the 
Franks and the Zurks were formerly one and the fame 
People. He afterwards gives us a Catalogue of fome 
of thefe analogous Words, and draws from them a 
great Number of curious Inferences. 

The fifth Seétion treats of the Divifion of this 
Work, which has almoft always happened to be by 
the Number S1x: upon which feveral occafional Re= 
marks are made on the Cuftoms of feveral Nations, 
Jews, Pagans and Tarrars, to adjuft and divide 
ill their Occupations and Concerns according to fome 
crtain Number. ‘The Number Seven, as he fays, 
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was always efteemcd {facred by the Fews, from whom 
the Perfians likewile borrowed it in feveral Cafes, 
We likewife find many Inttances of it in the Cuftoms 
and Aétions of the Miahometans. ‘The ‘fapone/e pre- 
tend, as he further oblerves, that they proceeded ori- 
ginally from {cven pure Spirits. As this Number has 
been efteemed myftical by many Nations, feveral 
Writers have made their particular Remarks there- 
upon; and our Author infifts upon the fuperttitious 
Ule of it among Chriftians, of which he mentions 
fome Initances. On the other hand, the Number 
Nine has been efteemed facred with the Pagans, as we 
here fee in a Variety of Cafes. The Ruffans, he tells 
us, are great Admirers of the Number Zen; and itis 
here abundantly proved, that the ancient Inhabitants 
of A/a had as much Regard to it in their Affairs as 
the prefent Kalmucks and Mungals. Our Author next 
produces fome peculiar Obfervations of the Turks and 
Tartars with regard to the Number Nine, which is 
looked upon as ominous by many Nations, and adds 
fome Hints and arithmetical Computations refpecting 
the Nature of it. He then fhews us that the Nun- 
ber Three has been eficemed facred by many People in 
former Times, as it is by the Zartars to this Day, efpe- 
cially by the Kalmucks, Mungals, and Arintzians; on 
which Occafion he gives usa fhort Account of the 
latter. Several Remains of Superftition, he fays, 
with regard to this Number, are found in Siberia a- 
mong the Mahometan Tartars; and he ftarts a Noti 
on of their woifhipping the Zri-une God by it with- 
out their Knowledge. ‘Towards the Clofe of the 
Seétion we have divers Reflections on the Numbers 
Three, Six, and Nine, alluding to the Paffion of our 
Saviour; as likewife fome Thoughts of the Number 
Six; and the Reafons why it is made choice of in the 
Divifion of this Work. 

In the fixth Seétion our Author fertles the Bounda- 
ries between the North and Eaffern Parts of Europe 
and 4/ia, concerning which there has, for a confider- 
able Time, been a Dilagreement among Geogragre 
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He defcribes thofe that have been fixed by anciene 
Writers on the River Pytziora. He then examines, 
1. What Reafons the ancient Geographers had to fix 
the faid Bounds by that River. 2. What induced the 
Moderns to reject thofe Bounds, and to aflign others 
farther towards the Eaff by theRiver Ofy. 3. Whe- 
ther in thefe Places fuch Boundaries are not to be found 
gsare immoveable, and, at the fame time, more ap- 
parent than both the former. ‘To decide this matter 
he has recourfe to ancient Writers, and has collected 
fuch Informations as could be gained relating to the 
former State of the adjacent Countries. He makes 
it appear that the Ruffans had formerly two great 
Staples for Commerce; one of which, before Novo- 
grod became famous, was near the old City of Lado- 
gay from which Place Trade muft have been extended 
farther over the Lake of the fame Name, the Fiz- 
landian Gulph, the Baltick, and to on to the City of 
Wisbay in Gothland. The other Mart was in the 
Country of Biarma, near the City of Zzordyn, on 
the River Aama. ‘To which Mart, Trade was car- 
ned on from the Ca/pian Sea, and the La/t- Indies, by 
the Volea, Kama, and other Rivers that he has men- 
tion’d,into the Scythian or Pytziovrian Sea,and fo farther 
along ‘the Sea-fhore to Norway, and pe arhat »s to the 
North Sea. He proves that this Paflage has heen, and 
isyet, in Parr, practicable; and he correéts fome Mi- 
ftakes of the Collectors of Northern Voyages upon 
this Subieét, as allo of fome ancient Writers, who 
have faid that the Ca/pian and Scythian Seas have a 
Communication, or who have often confounded them 
with one another, and regarded them but as one un- 
der different Names. He informs us why we have 
been rill lately fo unacquainted with the Situation of 
the Countries here treated of; it is not, he fays, be- 
caufe there have been no Perfons of Curiofity in ‘Ruf 
fia, the oe of which he is fure of; bur it is a 
certain political Maxim which prevails there, thar 
has Silas prevented the publifhing any Maps of 
them, wz. That it is inconvenient for the Inhabitants 
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to talk, much lefs to write, of any great Matters of 
State or publick Affairs. Of this he gives the fol- 
lowing Evidences: When in the Year 1689, Prince 
Gai lic zin march’d with an Army to Crim-Tartary, one 
Rofladin, a Nobleman, w ies had a Pott therein, kept 
a Journ: J, for his own Curiofity. The Prince was 
10 fooner told of iC than he not only imprifoned 
him, but cauled his Journal to be publickly burnt; 
nocwith (tanding It was not found to contain any thing, 
either againit the Intcreft of the State or his Sove- 
reign ; but included only fuch Obfervations as he had 
penned down to fatisty his own Curiofity. And if 
the Prince himfelf bad not been unfortunate foon af- 
ter, it might have coit this Nobleman his Head. This 
Maxim, he fays, was {till prevalent in Ru/fia and Si- 
bevia during his C aptuvity; fo that the Czar himfelf 
did not know the p: articular Circumftances of the 
moft remote Parts of his own Dominions. And this 
Maxim he himfelf was made fenfible of to his great 
Prejudice: For when in the Year 1715, he had made 
a Map of Sidevia and Zartary, with great Labour, 
and would have fent it toa certain Perfon in Ruffia, 
who intended to have had it engraved in Europe, and 
had offered him 200 Ducats for it; ; the then Gover- 
nor, Auces Gagarin, when he bias heard of his Defign, 
took it from “him. He remarks, that the ancient 
Vaudals, Celts, Sclavonians, Sarimatians, €§c. cultis 
vated the fame Maxims and Politicks ; which was 
the Caufe w hy the Romans and Grecks were without 
any particular Knowledge of remote Countries for 
a confiderable Time; and could have no certain Ac 
count of them, tll they obtained it by fome extraor- 
dinary Accident, or the Progrefs of their Wars. 

Asa farther Confirmation of what he has advanc’d 
concerning the Courfe of Commerce from the Ca/- 
pian into ‘the Scythian Sea, he fays, That on the Ri- 
ver Pytziora, efpecially near the aforefaid City of 
T=ordin, many Coins of the ancient Arabian Chalifs 
are found in the Tombs, which are there in abun- 
dance; and in the Rocks and Cliffs certain Characters 
are 
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are written, or burnt in with an indelible red Colour. 
There are allo, he thinks, in no Part of Ruffa more 
Ruins of Sconces and Fortrefies than in Great Permia. 
In the old Gotaick Books mention is often made, as 
he tells us, of the Riches of this Region; where, ac- 
cording to fome Writers he quotes, Solotta Babba, 
or the golden Woman, was formerly worthipped, and 
had her ‘femple on the River Dwina; whither many 
Scythian and Grecian Merchants reforted, not only on 
account of Trafhick, but for their Devotion alfo. The 
Commerce from South to North having long fince 
ceas'd, either becaufe of the Wars, or for other Rea- 
fons, and the Paflage afore-mention’d having been in 
a great meafure ditcontinu’d, and that by Sea being 
found out, has vattly alter’d the Face of this Coun- 
try; and becoming inhabited chiefly by wild and Pa- 
can Nations, the tormer Condition of it has been for-~ 
gotten ; and the Northern Limits of Europe and Ajfia 
have not been in modern Times fo well known as the 
Southern, on the Zanais, which have been inhabited 
by more fociable People. 

The latter Part of this Se€tion abounds with Re 
marks on the Scythian and Tartarian Mountains and 
Rivers, and the great difference there is between the 
Height of the Earth on the Eaff and Weft Sides of 
the former, and the Influence this Circumftance has 
on the Temper both of the Air and Earth. —— The 
whole Territory of the Greater Tartary, he fays, fhews 
its extraordinary Elevation plain enough, it being 
throughout barren, fandy, aad without Trees; which 
isnot the Cafe of Siberia, that is lower, and whither 
the Rivers take their Courfe, and continually decline 
towards the Mare Glaciale ; here the Ground is on 
the other hand fo fenny, that even in Summer there 
isno travelling but upon the Rivers. There is alfoa 
great difference between the Animals, Vegetables and 
Minerals of the two Sides of thefe Mountains, or of 
Stheria and Ruffia; for the Rivers in Rufia produce 
Salmon, Eels, Craw-fith and Smelts, which thofe of 
Siberia do not; as thele have Muxun, white Salmon, 
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€7c. which are not found in thofe of Rufia. Pebbles, 
with which we pave the Strects here in Europe, are 
not to be feen in Siberia; but of gray, quarry, and 
Lime-ftones, there are enough; and likewile of tran- 
{parent Stones of all Colours, which will take a fine 
Polifh, like our Briffol Diamonds. So on the Weft 
Side of the Volga, and of the abovefaid Mountains, 
there grow Hazels and Oaks, which are not to be 
feen in Siberta; as onthe other hand here are Cedar 
and Larix Trees, and feveral Sorts of Shrubs, and 
dwarf Trees, which are not in Rafia. Inthe Woods 
likewife are Sables, and other Animals; and in the 
Hills are Ashefius, Mammuts-Teeth, and feveral other 
Minerals, none of which are on the Welt Side of the 
faid Mountains. 

I have now done with that Part of this Volume 
which goes under the Title of an Introduction. Our 
Author has added an Appendix, containing /ome Ob- 
fervations on Abulgafi Bagadur-Chan’s Tartarian 7i- 
flory, and to foew how far it agrecs with thofe of Euros 
pean Writers. It feems that in a Prodrome ot his, 
publifh’d in the Year 1726, he mention’d a certain 
Tartarian Manufcript, which by his Care had been 
tranflated into the German Tongue, and out of that 
into French, by a Friend of his, who printed it at 
Leyden in 1726, with the Title of Hifoire Geneolo- 
giqgue des Tartars: 'This is the Book above-named, 
and the firft Zartavian one that has appear’d in Ex- 
rope. It hasin it, he fays, feveral good Things, con- 
cerning the Migration of Nations, and ferving for the 
Explication of the Hiftory of the ancient Scythians. 
The Author of it, he tells us, was born in 1605, be- 
yond the Ca/pian Sea, in Urgentz, the Metropolis of 
Charafmia. is Father Arep Muhammed Chan, in 
1643, defired the Protection of Schah Abbas, King 
of Perfia, againft his own rebellious Sons. Our ul- 
cafi was 38 Years of Age when he began his Reign. 
in his Youth he was expofed to various Changes of 
Fortune and Troubles. His two elder Brothers ex- 
pell’d their Father out of the Kingdom, to which 
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Abulgafi was fo far from contenting, that he follow’d 
him into Perfia; and during his Refidence there he 
became acquainted, not only with many learned Per- 
fans, but likewile with their Writings and Hiftories. 
At length, when after the Death of his Father and 
Brothers he came to the Crown, he enjoy’d Peace 
and Tranquillity; and being weil vers’d in the Hiflo- 
ry of his Country, and Matter of the Perfian and 
Kalmuck Languages, he applied himfelf with great 
Diligence to the Study of Genealogy, and the De- 
duction of the Race of the Yartarian Chans, which 
was his principal View, and wherein he has done bet- 
ter Service to us Europeans, than we have had from 
any other Zurkifo or Perfian Writer. This Work 
was carry’d on under a very bad State of Health, to 
which are to be attributed the 4bruptue/s of 1t, and 
its too great Concifenefs in the Relations of the 
Aétions of thofe Princes, which many have found 
fault with. 

It has certainly given us fome very valuable In- 
formations concerning that tamous Conqueror of all 
Afia, Ogus Chan; who is regarded by the Ea/era 
Nations as the Founder of all the Zurkifh, Tartarian, 
and Kalmuck Vribes. From his Line the preient O7- 
toman Imperial Family boatts itlelf to be defcended. 
Some modern Writers imagine him to have been the 
firft King of the Frarks, and as they have mentioned 
him under feveral Names, fo they have delivered mae 
ny improbable Stories relating to him. Whatever be- 
comes of thefe, he muft, as we are here told, have 
been a very confiderable Perfon in his Time, becaufe 
his Name is as well known, to this Day, among the 
Tartars, as thofe of Alexander the Great and Fulius 
Cefar are with us. There have been others who have 
fuppofed this Ogus Chan to have been the tzme Perfon 
with Madyes, fo renowned in the Scythian Records: 
Our Author examines into the Grounds of this Con- 
jecture, and {eems pretty well fatisfied therewith. 
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This is the Sum of what our Author infifls upon 
in the firft three Pameraphs of the e Appen ix t 
Introduction; the following Nes, to the End, are 
employed in pointing cut the Ag reement there is be- 
tween the Zartzrian Hittorian Abule afi, and Johannes 
Magnus, a Swedifo Bilhop and Writer, whom our 
Author owns to have but an ill Character among the 
Learned for his Inaccuracy. It is not to be prefu 
med, he fays, that his Writings came to the Hands of 
this Tartarian Writer; but we may rather fippofe 
that their Harmony proceeds from this, either that 
Fob. Magnus grounded fome Parts of his Hiftory up- 
on Fuftin, Strabo, and others, who took their Ac- 
counts from Megafthenes, a Prieft in Perfia a little 
earlier than the Time of /exander the Great 5 and 
the Fragments of this Mega/ibenes being {till in Per- 
fia, our Tartar may likewife have taken his Hiftory 
thence; or Fob. Magnus muft have found fome ano- 
nymous Writings i in “Roiite, which he has applied to 
certain Cafes and Circumftances of his Hiftory : How- 
ever this be, our Author clearly makes out, that there 
is avery {trict Conformity between them | ina Var iety 
of material Inftances. 

We have now got thro’ the leaft agreeable Part of 
this Work; that which enfues will afford a Subjeé&t 
much more entertaining, of which I fhall give an 
Account hereafter. I have only to add here, that be- 
tween the Intreduction and the //ifori-Geographical 
Defcription, our Author has thought fit to infert 2 
Kalnuck-M. sacle Vocabulary and a Polyglot-Table, 
which he a, will be of great Ule for the 
Explication both of what precedes, and what follows 
them. 
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ARTICLE XL, 


Litera ry News. 
Ri G A 


Hey have lately printed here a {mall Volume of 
Dr. Siegesbeck’sy entitled, Primitie Flore Pe- 
tropolitane, live Catalogus Plantarum tam indigenarum, 
quam exoticaruim, quibus infiruttus fuit Hortus Medicus 
Petriburgenfis per Annuie 1736. The Publick will fee 
by this Work that all manner of Plants may be rais’d 
to a wonderful Perfection in the Northern Climates, 
provided fufficient Care be taken in the Cultivation. 


STOCKHOLM. 
M. Strocmwall, M.A. has publith’d in the S7we- 


difhb Tongue, biftoric al and political Remarks on feveral 
Miftakes of foreign Writers, in their Accounts of that 
Kingdom. ‘This is an Apology in behalf of his Coun 
try,  apaintt the Mitreprefentations of fome moderna 
Geographers. 


COPENHAGEN. 


M. Pontoppidanus has printed a Latin Work in 
Offavo, wherein he treats of the Relicks both of an- 
cient Paganifin and of Popery, which yet difcover 
themfelves in the Manners and Language of the In- 
habitants of that State; the Title of it is, Fverricus 
lum Fermenti veteris, feu Refidue in Danico Orbe cum 
Paganifini tum Papifmi reliquic, in apricum prolate. 


ZURIC &. 


I, They have printed in this City three Tomes of 
the Hiftory of Switzerla idl, wrote in Hizh-Dutch by 
M. Lauffer, a Profeffor in the Univerfity of Bera. 
The Work will confift of feveral more Volumes. Ic 
bears a favourable Character, and we are told that the 
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Author had great Advantages for the compiling ir, 
That Part which is already come our, is tranflated in- 
to French by M. de Bochat. 

II. AZ. George Martin Radel, a Clergyman of 4]. 
torf, has printed at Nurenburg a Treatile entitled, 
Commentatio Lliftorico-critica de Cl. Ptolemzxi Geogra- 
phia, ejufque Codicibus tam imprefiis, quam Manufcriptis, 
Quarto. This Gentleman intends to oblige the World 
very thortly with as complete a Collection as he can 
procure of the Letters of Melauchton. 


HANOVER. 

M. Balthafar Mentzer, principal Chaplain to his 
Britannick Majelty as Elector, is about to publifh in 
High- Dutch the Ecclefiattical State of Great Britain. 
It is to make Eight or Ten Volumes in Ofavo. The 
Author intends a Subfcription, it he cannot readily 
find a Bookfeller willing to undertake it. 


BRUNSWICK. 


T. M. Noltenius has put out a Difcourfe concerning 
the Funeral Rites practifed in this Dutchy, De Fure 
Funerum in Ducatu Brunfwigenfi. His Account of 
them is very particular, and equally curious and enter- 
taining. 

II. Dr. Bebrezs had alfo fome Time ago ready for 
the Prefs a Treatife on the Difeafes of the Inteftines, 
De Contorfionibus atque Nodis Inteftinorum. Thee ter- 
rible Maladies, fo fatal to the Health, and very fre- 
quently to the Lives of Men, are here very carefully 
confider’d, if one may judge by the Specimen which 
Was printed. 


VE ePere a. 


M. Chriflian Gottlieb Eichler, a Clergyraan of this 
City, has publifh’d two Differtations againft the novel 
Hypothetes of Father Hardouin. One is on the Gali- 
lec, where our Saviour told his Difciples he would go 
before them after his Refurrection, which the Father 
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contends to be fome Part of the Mount of Odives. 
The other relates to the Order of our Saviour’s Ap- 
pearances after his Refufcitation. 

There have been lately publith’d here feveral new 
Pieces, fome of which mutt be very acceptable to the 
Learned ; as, 

I. Difceptationes Forenfes, by M. Chriffian Ulric 
Grupen, Ecclefiattical Counfellor of the King of Great 
Britain, and Burgomatter of F/annover. He has ad- 
dedto them, Differtations and Obfervations on the an- 
cient and modern Tribunals of the Country of Haz- 
nover, and on fome other Subjects which regard both 
the Hiftory of that Electorate and of Germany in ge- 
neral. 

Il. De Anteftatione in fus Vocantium apud Romanos: 
A fhort, but very ingenious Tract: By M. ames 
Henry Born. 

IIf. Preparatio ad Analyfin Monogrammatum Impe- 
ratorum €f Regum Germania. By M. Godfrey Leonard 
Bandis. 

IV. Commentatio de Solicatione. By M. Drejig. 
Thefe, except the firft, are academical Exercifes, and 
upon Subjects proper enough to amufe ftudious Men, 
who have abundance of Leifure. This laftis upon a 
Topic of no lefs Importance than the Cuftom among 
the Ancients of expofing fometimes their Head, and 
fometimes their whole Body, to the direét Beams of 
the Sun. People of robuft Conftitutions did it for 
their Pleafure, and thofe of a weak and infirm Habit 
practifed it for their Health. 

V. Thuringia Sacra, five Hiftoria Monafteriorum que 
olim in Thuringia floruerunt, in qua corum Fundatio, Hi- 
floria abbatum, Fata, Antiquitates, Mutatio, €9 Interitus, 
(F Res notabiles hattenus ignorate, ex Codicibus Manu- 
Icriptis, Membranis authenticis, Diplomatibus, Monumen- 
tis, Lapidibus, Sigillis, (S Nummis, Hiftorico &f Chrono- 
logico Ordine exbibentur. 'To all this are added, Samu- 
ELIS REYHERI Monumenta Landgraviorum Thuringie 
€? Marchionum Mifnie, autta €3 emendata, Numeri/que 
Figuris A:neis & Sigillis adornata. 
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MiscELLANEOUS. 
Compleat Concordance to the 

Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teftament. In two Parts. To 


which is added, A Concord: ince to the 


Books called Apocrypha. By 4 lexan- 
der ee M. z Printed for Meff. 
Midwinter, Bettejworth, Hitch, Pem- 


bert: n, Clay, Vi ah Krapton Clarke, 
Longman, Het, fw ald, We at Ware, 
Crud n, and le tdjon, pre 155. 

2. The Army's Regulat r: OF, 
‘The Britt/b Monitor. Difcovering, 
1. The frequent Infringements upon 
his Majefty’s Articles of War, and 
Military Acts of Parliament; or the 
various Enormities in modern Praétice. 
2. A Vindication of the Sword. 
3. How the Government may fave 
4.0704./, a Year by Faggots; and con- 
fiderably upwards of 100,000/. a Year 
by a jut Regulari ty in furnifhing his 
Majefty’s Forces with fufficient Horfe, 
Arms, Accoutrements, Cloathing, 
ic. By ‘%. Razlton, Printed torW. 
Shy opfhirc in Old- Bondfrect 3 and may 


5 
be had at the Book el) rs and Pamph- 


det Sh Ps of London and Weftmirfter, 

yr. 25. 6d, ftitch’d d 3s. 

pr. a Je LiITcNn ¢ 4 an bound. 
3. An Sate duction - the ancient 


Greck and Latin Meaturcs into Britipp 
Poetry. Attempted in the 
Pieces, wiz. A ose ion of Virgil's 
firit Eclogue. A Tranflation ot Vir- 
ns tourth Eclogue. "Facob and Ra- 
chel, a Paftoral. With a Pretace in 
Vindication of the a Printed 
for TZ. Cooper ies 

4. High-fiow: NE niicopal and Prieft- 
ly Claims freely examin’d, wherein 
Church Authority, ees tion, Ab- 
folution, the Burial of the Dead, the 
Power of Bithops to give the Holy 
Ghoft, and of Prieits to forgive Sins, 
the Confecration of Sirerie and 
Church-vards, and bowing towards the 
Altar and the Eaft, are particularly 
confider’de Alto fome Remarks on a 
Book lately -publif’ d, entitled, 


tollowing 


De 


P vf 


Infiru&tions for th mthat are prepar —— 
i ’ dint 7 
for Confirmat. Ny Fe. Printed f r je 


Noon, pr. 6d. 

5+ Conicientious Non-Conformity 
to cvery Civil Eftablifhment of Reli- 
gion whatever, and to the Enel E- 
ftablifhment thercof in particular, con- 
fider’d and defended: or, A Vindica- 
tion of the Religious and Political 
Principles and Worthip of the Lagi: 
Pr oteftant Diflenters, Printed fo; 
dVoon, pre Lie 
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juds d in La 


6. A Treatife of the Venerea] Dj-« 
ftemper: Containing a Method of cus 
ring it without Salivation, Danger, or 
great Expence. With two Diflertati- 
Ons 5 the firft on Madnefs trom the 
Bite of mad Creaturcs; the fecond on 
Conlumptions, with a Method of cue 
ring them radically. By Pierre Default, 
M.D. Printed for J. Clarke, pr. 4 Se 

7° Che Hitt ry ot the - Revolutiorig 
of the Ifland of C: rfica, and of the 
raifing of Theodore I. to the Throne of 
that Kingdom. Extraéted from fecret 

s well as pobticks Memoirs» Printed 
for T. Ap » Pre Ise 

$8. A Di wp rtation on the Liberty ef 
the Subject in Great Britain. Mott 
humbly infcribed to his Royal High 
ne{s Freder ck Auguftus, Prince of 
Wales, Oc. Printed i. rf. Roberts protss 

9: An Hiftorical View of the Court 
and of the King’s Re- 
venues there, aniwer’d- By a late 
Learned Judge. Printed for LW aller, 
pre 35+ 6d, 

IO. The Mit r’s Feat : Being the 
eighth Satire of the fecond Book of 
Horace tranflated. A Dialogue betwixt 
the Author and the Poet-Laureat. By 
Georze Ozle, Efg;. Printed for R, 
Dodjley, pre 1s 

131. The Tears of the Mufes: Ina 
Conference betwean Prince Germani- 
cusanda Malecontent Party. Printed 
for J. Ward, rr. 

LA We 

12. The Lawand Praétice of Fines 
and Recoveries: Containing, 1. A De- 
finition and Defcription of the various 
Sorts of Fines and Recoveries, and 
the Methods of pafling them, not on- 
ly in the common Form, but alfo 
where they vary, as in London, Chefler, 
Laneafler, the great SefMfions ot Wales, 
&c- 2. Plain and eafy Inf tructions in 
pafing through the feveral Offices, 
trom the Precipe to the final Ifine 3 
with Lifts of the Fees taken at each 
Office. 3. Rules and Orders of Court 
relating to ne Practice. 4. Cafes ade 

} and Equi ty concerning 
Fines and ae rie’. 5» Some Pre- 
cedents of this Manner ot Conveyan- 
cing. With a Table to the whole. By 
R. Manby, late of Lincoln’s-Inn, Gents 
Printed tor 7. Werral, pre § 5- 

13. Cafes ad} dg'd in the Court of 
King’s-Be nch, from the fecond Year of 
K. William Wl. to the End of his 
Reicn. By a late Barrifter of the 
Middle-Temples Printed tor H, Lintas 
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